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PICTURE THE THIRTEENTH, 


THE LEVEE. 


HE young Duke de B“ had juſt riſen 
from his bed. His Grace, Who was 
now freed from all controul, and in poſleſſion 
of a fortune ſufficient to enrich a hundred fa- 
milies, was one of thoſe fathionable characters 
who are equally inſignificant and aſſuming. 
His valet de chambre was buſily employed in 
the decoration of his perſon ; His maitre d ho- 
Vol. II. B tel 
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tel waited to pour out his chocolate: his 
ſecretary, an intriguing little Abbe, penned 
tender lilleti doux, ſometimes from the dictates 
of his noble employer, and ſometimes from the 
ſuggeſtions of his own fancy : while a pretty 
little round-faced milliner attended on his 
Grace with a variety of perfumes, waſhes, and 
gloves, for his Grace to buy. 


Sus preſented the gloves— 


„Aula! ſhe is very pretty,” ſaid his 
Grace, patting her under the chin. 


Tusk gloves, my Lord, are excellently 
well made.” 


« Your provoking perſon, my lovely girl, 
is better made. She is voluptuous !”” 


„ Wat your Grace be plcaſed to feel 
them ?— They are as fine as ſilk.” | 


Nou ſkin, my dear, is perſect ſatin.“ 
WII 


% 


« WIII your Grace buy the 

« IIK E theſe better—How much ?—But 
I waſte time — theſe kind of bargains ſhould 
be ſettled tete- a- lite. | 

Tus Abbe grinned ; but the old pander 
who had introduced the little trader with her 
wares, aſlumed the ſerious but inſidious look 
of a protector. 

Taz Duke took up his cup of chocolate 
and, the important taſk of drefling being finiſh- 
ed, his attendants quitted the room. 


« You are really a delightful girl But 
you muſt come earlier in the morning. Let 
us however talk this matter over.” 

« IT is not on my own account, my Lord, 
that I have made this vit, as I preſume Mx. 
BoxxEAvu has already informed your Grace.” 
No, no; he has not informed me of 
any thing : but I have _ — e e 


pleaſe me.” 
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« Your Grace is pleaſed to flatter—but I 
am now three-and-twenty. years of age, and 
am not the kind of character to be under 
your Grace's protection. I am not poſſeſſed 
of thoſe refined accompliſhments which re- 
lieve the mind, and ſteal away the heart. My 
face indeed, as I am told, is tolerably pretty 
for a homely girl; but my figure is of the com- 
mon mould, not ſuited to diſplay the brittiancy 
of . dreſs : it would be impoſſible for your 
Grace to introduce me any where with ad- 
vantage,” 


Tux ſingularity and candid freedom of 
her manners pleaſe me !— Then it was not 
merely to diſpoſe of gloves and perfumes that 
you came? ; 


« My Lord, I have a lovely niece, not 
fiſteen years of age; her complexion covered 
with the fineſt bloom, a ſkinas white as ſnow, 
a countenance inſpiring ! In muſic, of which 
the is a perfet miſtreſs, her taſte is exquiſite, 

and 
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and her voice equal to the fineſt airs. Lately 
introduced to a rehearſal at the Theatre in the 
Rue Tarane, ſhe performed her part with ſo 
much ſpirit and addreſs, that ApixoT has 
already offered her a thouſand crowns, . and 
N1coLET as much more, to tempt her to en- 
gage. She is in ſhort, my Lord, a perſect 
gem; but it is with reluctance we conſent. to 
place her in a ſituation where the immoderate 
uſe of paint muſt ſoon deſtroy her beauties, and 
bad cxample corrupt her innocence.” 


« Twas deſcription is extremely intereſting ! 
But, my dear, we have too many virtuous 
girls already; a female muſt render herſelt 
conſpicuous by acquiring fame upon ſome public 
ſtage, before ſhe can expect the notice of 1H 
GREAT. Wnat man of taſte or ſpirit would 
ruin himſelf ingloriouſly, for the fake of an ob- 
(cure and virtuous girl ? It is not ſuch characters 
we men of gallantry and plcaſure deſire to poſ- 
fels, A ccicbrated monſter, like La R—5; 

B 3 a beauty 
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4 beauty old and profligate, like C — r; or 
a ſlovenly devotee, like R— p, if admired for 
excellence on the ſtage, are the only characters 
for whom a man of faſhion will diſtract his 
mind. 

« REALLY Can this be poſſible? 


„% HowEVER, I think that I ſhall take you 
into — fecping for ſome time, for without 
diſpute you are a pretty little girl.” 


« My Lord, that is not my ſituation of life.” 


&« AND it is the ſituation of your nicce ?” 


« No, my Lord, not yet; but being inform- 
ed of the generous gallantry of ycur Gracg's 
character, and wiſhing to place her on the 
ſtage with every poſſible advantage, my mother 
and I conceived your Grace would not refuſe 
to become the Noble Protector of her beauty and 
merit ; and to render, by your Grace's patron- 
age, her fir ft appearance eaſy and auſpicious.” 

Bur 
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© BoT how, if ſhe ſhould fall in the attempt, 
like many others whom | have ſeen, and fall 
imoan inferior {tation on the ſtage, the world 
will ſtill conſider me her PATRON, and I ſhall 
be expoſed to diſgrace and ridicule, No, it 
is impoſſible —it cannot be. 


« On | if your Grace would but conſent 
to ſee her Mx. Boxxt au knows—" 


« [+ would be of no effect, my dear, for I 
am above all thoſe weak neſſes— 


« Waar, my Lord, already“ 


Tut milliner coughed as ſhe pronounced 
the laſt word, and Mx. Box x rA immediately 
entered the apartment, leading in his hand a 
young female of aſtoniſhing beauty, covered 
with bluſhes of modeſty and confuſion, whoſe 
(velling boſom marked the budding age, that 
earlieſt period in the ſpring of liſe, between 
tourtcen and fifteen years. 
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« Is this the lady?“ ſaid the Duke coldly— 
« Ahl—Yecs,—ſheis certainly a pretty girl !— 
Well-—you may leave her with me for about 
an hour—l ſhall then be. able to judge of her 
abilities for the Stage. 

BoxxEAvU ſmiled and retired, making a 
ſignal to the milliner to follow him. 


Bor Zara threwherlovelyarmsaround the 
neck of her aunt, and prevented her departure. 


& VASTLY well indeed!“ obſerved the 
Duke; © it was finely played! She is an 
excellent actreſs But that is enough at pre- 
ſent. — You, my little girl, muſt ſtay with me; 
and you may—retire with Mr. Box xEAU.“ 


ZARA however {till clung round her aunt, 
and poſitively refuſed to part. 


« Way, how now ?— What is the meaning 
of this? You have ſurely given the girl very 
bad inſtructions.— Ob! well, then, take 
her away.“ 

Tux 
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Tus aunt and her niece inſtantly retired. 


SCARCELY however had they reached the 
bottom of the ſtairs, when BoxxnEt Av overtook 
them; and with carneſt entreaties preſſed them 
to return. His entreatics were in vain, and 
they immediately quitted the houſe with 
great precipitation. 

Tut conduct of the aunt was not in fat 
ſo culpable, as it may upon the firſt view ap- 
pear. Mr. Box NEA, the Duke's procurer, 
had accidentally diſcovered the lovely little 
JavoTTE in the ſhopof her aunt in Rue Ma- 
zarine, Having acquired the impoſing air of 
a man of inter and power, he offered his 
protection, changed the name of JAvoTTE to 
that of ZARA, provided diticrent maſters to 
inſtruct her in the polite accompliſhments, 
and recommended to her to attempt the Stage, 
watching all the while the object of his intend- 
ed prey with the attention and fidelity of an 
Eaſtern Eunuch. As a means of introducing her 

ro 
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tohis maſter, he had mentioned the Duketo her 
as a Nobleman whoſe patronage would en- 
ſure ſucceſs. Too refined however in the 
execution of his ſchemes, he had neglected to 
prepare his Grace for the projected interview ; 
never entertaining the fainteſt idea of a repulſe, 
and expecting approbation in proportion 
to the refinements of his artifice and in- 
trigue. The Duke, ignorant of theſe cir- 
cumſtances, and having no great opinion of 
the virtue of Z ARA, had preeipitately diſmiſſed 
her and her aunt from his preſence ; but in- 
formed, in a few words, of his miſtake, he in- 
ſtantly difpatched BownsAv to ſalicit their re- 
turn. Happily they rejected is ſolicitations, 
and eſcaped from the houſe. 

Wares Zara and her aunt reached 
home, they accidentally met with a lady of 
highly reſpected character, whoſe extenſive 
beneficence was inſpired by the feelings of her 
excellent heart, and ſupplied by the means of an 
ample fortune , and they ingenuouſly commu- 


nicated 
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nicated to her every circumſtance that had 
paſſed. Acquainted with the character of his 
Grace, ſhe ſhuddered at the danger to which the 
lovely GENE VIE VI had beeninnocently expoſed, 
and kindly offered to take her to her own houſe, 
The proffered protection was accepted with 
gratitude ; and this auſpicious event, like an 
interpoſition of Providence, gave a new turn 
to the future fortunes of the lovely girl. 


MADAME DE CH *** was ſocharmed with 
the purity of her ſentiments, and entertained 
by her agreeable qualifications, that ſhe ſoon 
conceived for her the moſt unbounded eſteem, 
and undertook the ſuperintendence of her edu- 
cation. Being ontinually in the company of 
each other, ſhe was at length underſtood:o be the 
daughter of her benevolent patroneſs, until THE 
PzxixcCEss, pleaſed with her merit, requeſted ſhe 
might be placed in the retinue of the Court; 
and MAapame pe Cn“ thought it pre- 
viouſly neceſſary, on ſuch an occaſion, to diſ- 


cloſe the real circumſtances of her — 
| E 
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Tus Paixce5s ſmiled at the narrative, and 
admitted ZARA into her train. She gave her 
the name of GEN EVIE VE, and in a ſhort time 
diſtinguiſhed her as her peculiar favourite and 
friend. From this ſituation ſhe was after- 
wards married by the Mazquis pe L***, 
and received a very handſome ſettlement. 


AT a period of about ſixteen months ſub- 
ſequent to her marriage, ſhe accidentally met 
the Duke at the table of her royal benefaQtreſs. 
Time had effaced from his memory al! recol- 
lection of her perſon ; but her ripened beau- 
ties ſo ſenſibly touched his heart, that he be- 
came deeply enamoured of her charms, and 
employed every courteſy and kindneſs with her 
huſband to obtain an invitation to her houſe. 
The virtue of the young Marchioneſs was far 
above the power of temptation. "The Duke, 
however, having one day ſuddenly ſurpriſed her 
while ſhe was alone, preſſed his ſuit with ſuch 


rapturous eloquence, that ſhe was induced to 
make 
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make him a reply : I am certainly,” ſaid ſhe, 
« under conſiderable obligations to your Grace. 
There was a moment of my life, in which if 
you had been a little kind, I never could have 
known my preſent happineſs, and you perhaps 
might have triumphed in my ruin. This 
is the only anſwer I ſhall make. Trace back 
the wicked practices of your life, and you will 
find me enrolled among the objects of your 
baſe deſigns.” | 


Sus continued ſilent. 


Taz Duke had been guilty of ſuch a ſeries 
of iniquitics, that he was incapable of ſelecting 
any one in particular from the number. Theob- 
ſervation however continued todiſturb his mind, 
and by an arduous retroſpection he at length 
brought the circumſtances to his recollection. 

Cnance ſoon afterwards afforded him ano- 
ther interview, when he threw himſelf with hu- 
mility at the feet of the offended Marchicneſs, 
and exclaimed, © My vices, Madam, have been 

the 
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the cauſe of your proſperity: it is to them you 
are indebted for your happineſs ; and your 
gratitude ought to become the mediator of my 


fergivensſs. * 
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« Excuſe me, Monſieur i; Marguis,” 
replied the taylor, excuſe me. 


« I saw others yeſterday at the Duke br 
F.,; [ will have mine in theſame way,— 
Take it back, and return with it in an hour, 
for I am going out, dreſſed en chenille, —In an 
hour, do you hear me? 


THe valetde chambre, and his man who at- 
tended to heat the irons for him, ſeemed to ſay, 
«« Our maſter is very difficult to pleaſe :” they 
knew, however, that his ſharp expreſſion 
was adopted with a view to chide the taylor, in 
order to intimidate him from delivering his 
enormous bill. 


Tu Marquis, however, was not ſucceſsſul 
in his attempt to drive him away. The 
taylor requeſted with great humility that he 
might be permitted to ſpeak a word with 
Monſieur le Marquis teſpecting an affair 
of the higheſt importance, for the accompliſh - 
ment 
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ment of which he ſhould ſtand in need of his 
credit. On hearing the word credit pre- 
nounced, a word ever welcome to his ear in 
both its ſenſes, the Marquis inſtantly ordered 
his attendants to withdraw, forgetting even to 
diſpatch the Courewr with the important em - 
baes of the morning. 


WII t, my friend Reuffet,” cried the Mar- 
quis to the Taylor, what is this buſineſs?” 


„Wu, Monfieur le Marguis,” replied the 
Taylor, “you muſt underſtand that my daugh- 
ter ADELAIDE is going to be married. —Qh |} 
if you did but know what a charming girl ſhe 
is |—She is engaged to—a Lawyer. The 
match will be extremely advantageous, for he 
has already acquired a conſiderable degree of 
tame in his profeffion ; and—and—as a mar- 
riage portion, I have aſſigned and transfer- 
red to him the whole amount of your little 


bills. have brought them with me in order 


Vor. II. C « How!“ 
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_<«< How!” | 
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juncture he had an intrigue in view, to the 
ſucceſs of which he was willing to ſacrifice 8 
ſum nearly equal t that which he owed the 
Taylor: not that he felt any fondneſs for the 
young and lovely object of his deſign ; for bis 
heart was callous to the charms of love, and 
every pleaſure appeared vapid and delight leſa, 
unleſs he procured it in ſome faſhionable way, 
pi ann of artifice and 
corruption. 


UxHayPy and contemptible condition of 
var Routs 6-la-made, worthy of the oJious 
name they have themſelves aſſumed ! 


** | sH0ULD be glad to ſee this charnfing 
daughter of yours,” replied the Marquis 34 
ſhall then be able to judge whether it will be 
worth my while to relinquiſh a ſcheme of gal- 
lantry which I have now io view with a lovely 
younz Griſette, for the purpoſe of n 
paying off this marriage - portion. 
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« WiTH all my heart, Monſieur le Mar- 
quis. My daughter and ber intended ſpouſe 
ſhall wait on you together,” 


« I $#ALL be glad to fee them to- 
morrow evening. 


« To-MorRow evening, if agreeable to 
Menſicur le Marguiz.” 


Tur y muſt ſtay to ſupper with me.” 


« You do them infinite honour, Monſieur le 
Marguit. 


Ap you may, if you pleaſe, make one of 
the party,” | 

« Monstzux Ls Maxis does me too 
much honour”,” 

« No, no; come with them. I inſiſt on 
your company.” 
Ir was a ſettled thing. The Taylor accord- 


To 
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To what motives are we to attribute the ſo- 
licitude of the Marquis to procure this inter- 
view ? | 

To a heart capable of harbouring the 
baſeſt villainy, he united a moſt ingenious 
mind. The T aylor's bills being transferred, 
in conſideration of a marriage-portion, to 
a Lawyer, he was ſenſible muſt be paid, for 
he had endeavoured in vain to find a ſubterfuge 
by which the aſſignment might be evaded; 
and in conſequence of this conviction, an axco- 
nomical idea, for the firſt time iu his life, oc- 
curred to his mind. If the Taylor's 
daughter, faid he, “ is worth the money J 
+ had Gevoted to the Grijette, 1 will make her 
earn her portion; and it will only be exchang- 
ing pretty gir! for pretty girl ; but if ſhe is not 
of equal worth, I muſt conſide. 


ur Marquis waited for the hour of invi- 
tation with ſome impatience. 
Parcist lv as the clock ſtruck feven, on 


the enſu;ng evening, the Taylor, the Lawyer, 
C 3 and 
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and his r 
coach. 1 
SOILS ee 
beauty, and was conducted into 

the Marguis. 


—— —— 0 oor 
Vala de Chambre, © for my maſter is not yet 
returned, In the mean time, bowever, 


what amuſement ſhall I provide for you ? 


. ill 
lor, © and let it be of the beſt fort: * wi 
r 


Tux winter ſeaſon was at this period far » of 
around the well-heaped fire, wh 0 
tive Valet placed a ſcreen before Al 
protect her face ſrom its ſcorching A 

broug 
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brought up ſome of the richeft wines the cellar 
afforded. 


Tus Lawyer was perſectiy ſober; but as he 
knew of no law againſt his drinking good 
wine, he puſhed about the bottle with great 
ſpirit and rapidity in compliment to his father- 
in-law ; obſerving to his future bride, that as 
ſhe had dined early, and the labours of the toilet 
had prevented her from taſting any wine at 
home, ſhe had better take a biſcuit and a glaſs 
or two of malmſey. The advice was pre(- 
fingly recommended by the Valit de Chambre; 
and as an inducement for her to accept it, he 
obſerved, that his maſter never ſupped till mid- 
night. 


Tus Taylor and the Lawyer continued to 
enjoy the pleaſures of the bottle for ſome time, 
and then fat down to play a party at cheſs. 
The Taylor complained that the heat of the 
fire had made him extremely thirſty ; he there- 
fore called for more wine, that be might be 

C4 better 
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better able to obſerve the progreſs of his ad- 


verſary's moves ; and his ſon-in-law, a luſty 
boy, in all the vigorous health of youth, was 
too polite to let him drink alone. About nine 
o'clock the Taylor felt himſelf overpowered 
by flcep ; and while he dozed over the cheſs- 
board, the Lawyer, who conceived that he was 
profoundly meditating ſome deep and ſubtle 


move, waited his leiſure with ſuch reſpectful 


patience, that at length he alſo fell faſt aſleep. 


Tur lovely Adelaide had drank two glaſſes 
of the malmſey wine, but having fortunately 
found upon the chimney- piece A BOOK OF LOV F, 
felt no inclination to repoſe ; and ſhe conti- 
nued to amuſe herſelf by an examination of the 
pictures it contained until the moment the 
young Marquis arrived. 


STRUCK by her extraordinary beauty, he 
bowed, and approached her with reſpectful 


ſteps. Ske roſe, with bluſhing modeſly, from 


her chair, and advanced towards her ſleepirig 
1 father, 
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father, with intent to awake him; but the 
Marquis interpoſed to prevent his being diſ- 
turbed, and artfully induced the unſuſpecting 
Adelaide to accompany him to his Cabinet. 
- The wine, which had been tempered for the 
purpoſe, ſoon began to operate ; the youthful 
blood of Adelaide was on fire, and a ſeduction, 
the accompliſhment of which would have been 
impoſſible by any other means, was rendered 
ealy by the aid of . 


Ius mind of the Margy: felt no remorſe 
at the crime his treachery had perpetrated ; 
and he quietly reconducted the innocent victim 
to the parlour where her father and future huſ- 
band were ſtill aſleep. © There,” aid he, 
« you ſee how important it is to your own 
intereſts never to diſcloſe what has happened. 


I uſed no violence, for you threw yourſelf vo- 
luntarily into my arms.” 


« ALAs!” cried the aſſlicted Adelaide, * I 
EC ap eat what 
I did.” 


« No, 


26 THE MORNING TOILET. 
No, no!” replied the guilty Marquis, 
« you were anxious to know the value of a 
4 man like me. ſhall order theſe Nleepers to 1 
1 be immediately awakened. Dry up your tears, 
therefore, and do not let them perceive be 
1 ſmalleſt traces of your diftreſs ; for they may 
1 perhaps be induced to inquire into its cauſe,” 


* o my * = 
— Y . 
RA. o d 
3 * 
„4 4A IEY 
if my 
* * 
— © * * 


To remove the remaining appearances of 1 
diſtreſs, the Marquis prevailed on Adelaide to WM 
take the ſrefreſhment of tea, and then im- Y 
mediately left the houſe. j 


Taz Valet de Chambre awakened the Tay- 
lor from his nap; the Lawyer alſo was diſ- 
turbed in his turn ; and while they drank their 


. — = =_ 
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| tea, they apologized with ſeeming ſhame for 
| the drowſineſs into which they had been be- 
| trayed, which the Valet de Chambre artfully 
I inlinuated had been occaſioned by the heat of 


1 the room. 
' 


On 
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On the approach of midnight the Aﬀarquis 
returned, The ſupper was immediately 
ſerved up, and the company eat and drank 
with great hilarity. The Taylor's bills were 
producet, receipts written, and the money 
counted on the table, The fpirits of the 
Lawyer were raiſed by the proſpect of imme- 
diate payment, and the mind of Adelaide alone 
felt the leaſt uneaſineſs. 


Ar three o'clock in the morning the com- 
pany retired. 


Tur firſt object of the Taylor's recollec- 
tion, after a long ſleep had diſpelled the effects 
of his debauch, was the money he had receiv- 
ed ; but on feeling in his pockets, to his utter 
aſtoniſhment and ſurprize, it was gone. 

Int Lawyer, who at this moment had juſt 


arrived, to pay his morning vilit, declared that 
it had not been paid to him. 


* 
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Wi have been tricked and cheated,” ex- 
claimed the Taylor ; and they reſolved to go 
immediately to the Marquis upon this ſubject. 
Previous to their departure, they thought 
proper to communicate their ſuſpicions to 
Adelaide, and accordipgly entered her apart- 
ment, where they found her diflolved in a 
flood of tears. She removed, however, the 
fears of her father and her lover, by informing 
them that the money had been paid to her. 


Tur afflicted Adelaide, conſcious that the 
extraordinary appearance of a Pariſian girl in 
tears would require ſome explanation, hinted 
the comforts of female celibacy, and appeare1 

sto be diſtreſſed by the approaching change of 
her condition, which the reception of her por- 
tion aſſured her was ſoon to happen. The 
chaſte and delicate feelings from which this 
ſentiment ſ-emed to ariſe, ſatisfhed the minds 
of the lover and the parent. 


T He nuptial union was celebrated in a few 


days fubſequent to this interview. But the 
ſagacious 
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ſagacious Lawyer behe'd with aſtoniſhment 
„e. He immediately conſulted 
Dr. MiTtit upon the ſubject; and his wife, 
at length, acknowledged all that had hap- 
pened. 

By what means was this injury to be 
* s % ; ! 

Tuts are certain crimes for the pre- 
vention of which the municipal laws have 
made no proviſion, andthe only mode of puniſh 
ment which it is in the power of the ſufferer 
to inflict, is to point out and expoſe the name 
of the guilty aggreſior, —— 


Tur fate of the Marquis ps L. 
is well known, 


PICTURE 
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PICTURE THE FIFTEENTH. 


THE PATRONESS. 


ME Y Lond hed juft rien from bis tails 
The blue ribband already graced his 
breaſt ; and the fragrant noſegay adorned 
his hand. Cloſe by the fire fat a lovely 
female; and while the valet de chambre 
tied on his Lordſhip's bag, orders were given 
for the viſitors to cater. 


Two Officers had been admitted to pay 
their reſpects, when the ſervant announced 
the entrance of AN AUTHOR, who came to 
preſent a copy of his work, bound in red 
morocco, adorned with gilt edges, and his 
Lordſhip's arms impreſſed on the cover. 


NoTHIxG 
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NoTHING can be more eloquent than a 
coat of arms richly blazoned on the cover of 
a book. Every thing is expreſſed at once 
the coronet, on; the field, ARGENT or 
AZURE ; the creſt; the ſupporters; the 
illuſtrious quarterings ; every honour has its 
proper place and colour. If I had been 
bora of noble parents, or if I were only 
rich, I would have a book dedicated and pre- 
ſented to me every year. 

Tur Author was a young man, and the 
book he preſented was his virgin work. A 
viſible degree of confidence, therefore, beam- 


ed through the ſeeming diffidence and humility 
of his manners. 


« W1LL your Lordſhip deign to accept an 
humble tribute ——” 


« A TRIBUTE Oh!] preſent it, if you 
pleaſe, to the Lady.” —— 


Tur 
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Tut countenance of the lady aſſumed the 
{nile of indiſſerence. 


Laois, however, are fond of gratifying 
their curioſity by the firſt ĩnipection of a new 
performance ; of admiring the pictures, if there 
ſhould happen to be any; of reading the dedica- 
tion, if it be ſhort and ſpirited, eſpecially if ic 
ſhould be in verſe, and poſſeſs the happy 
point and lively turn of epigram. 


« Ir is pretty—it is charming,” ſaid the 
Lady, after having read a few pages ſilently. 


His Lordſhip defired the Author himſelf to 
read his work aloud. Fortunateiy, he read 
with great propriety, and the merit of his 
work was immediately felt : he was accord- 
ingly invited to dinner; and the book was 
placed conſpicuouſly on the chimmey- piece, 
to . receive the honours of the Gay za 


$ happineſs which every perſon did not io 
caſily attain, 
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Tux young Author, in the courſe of 
time, became celebrated for the excellence of 
his writings. His merit was encouraged 
by his Lordſhip's patronage, or rather b, 
that of the Lady. 


Lr us then explain the ſtory of his ſucceſs. 


Tus MARCHioNEss De M*** ig one 
of thoſe charming female characters who 
are deſtined to adorn the ſociety in which 
they live ;—cheriſhed, becauſe they are 2s 
amiable in their manners as they are beauti- 
ful in their perſons ; and «conſtantly fought 
after, becauſe their-minds are as profound in 
wiſdom as they are lively in wit.— Such 
characters never form, becauſe they ate 
incapable of forming, thoſe dangerous con- 
nections which ſoon or late experience a rup- 
ture. Their viſits are confined to a ſelect 
number of families; and they are never fourd 
but among -a certain number of valuable 
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Tuz Manxcnioxess, however, poſſeſſed 
every charm capable of inſpiring the warmeſt 
paſſion : a perſon formed with provoking 
ſymmetry from head to feet ; an enchanting 
(mile, delicious lips, charming tecth, a ſwelling 
neck, a delicate hand, a beautiful arm, a 
fine ſhape, a voluptuous walk, a handſome 
leg, and petit feet, To theſe exterior 
perfechons ſhe joined an excellent underſtand. 
ing and a feeling heart, equally inclined to en- 
courage the timidity of modeſt merit, and cn- 
abled to repreſs the boldneſs of confidence and 
the impertinence of vanity. She was far from 
dein rich. She lived, indeed, in a ſtate of ſcpa- 
ration from her huſband, upon a moderate 
penſion; but being without caprices ; without 
thoſe fantalies which lead to ruin ; and having 
no inclination for play, ſhe lived happy and 
contented, above the reach of want. 


Tut Marcrioness was highly pleaſed 
with the manners of the young man; that is, 
ſhe conceived the warmeſt (riend{hip for him 
and her behaviour to him dilcovered upon every 
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occaſion the partiality of her heart. To acquire 
a more perfect knowledze of his character, 
ſhe ſeized every opportunity of engaging his 
converſation ; and was enchanted to find 
that he poſleſied the happieſt diſpoſition and 
the moſt eſtimable qualities. 


DuzinG a happy moment, when the 
Mancnoness ſeemed to teſtify a more than 
ordinary degree of approbation, the young 
author hazarded the requeſt, that ſhe would 
permit him to pay his reſpects to her at 
her own houſe, and ſhe immediately acceded 
to his ſolicitation. 


Ix conſequence of this permiſſion, he waited 
on the Marcniovess early in the noon of 
the enſuing day. She recrived him with 
every mark of politeneſs and attention, enter - 
ed familiarly into converſation with him, 
engaged him to partake of the excellent but 
ſimple hoſpitality of her table, and by theſe 
repeated civilities induced him to prolong 
his viſit until the approach of evening. 


Tur 
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Tus fear of appearing too preſumptuous 
prevented him from repeating his viſit the 
next day ; but on the third day he again intro- 
duced himſelf with timidity and apprehenſion. 


« Au rejoiced to ſee you,” exclaimed 
the MAxcHIoNEss ; © your company will 
form one of the pleaſures of my hie; but 
] ſhall be forry to engroſs too great a 
portion of your time. Make your vilits 
entirely convenient to yourſelf, Come every 
day, if you pleaſe; but do not permit , 
my invitation to interrupt thoie hours 
which you have been accuſtomed to dedicate 
to compotiticn and ttudy, Whenever it ſhall 
happen that I do not dine at home, you ſhall 
receive notice of my engagement the preced- 
ing evening.“ 


THe mind of the young man, naturally 
warm and ardent, was overwhelmed with 
rapture at this unexpected kinenels, His 
preieat vilit, however, was mort but he 

D 3 continued 
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continued almoſt daily, during the courſe 'of 
three months, to frequent the houſe of his 
fair patroneſs ; and frequently accompanied 
her to the houſes of her intimate friends, to 
whoſe acquaintance ſhe had introduced him. 


Hs felt bimſclf the moſt happy of men 


BuT is it poſſible continually to enjoy 
the company and converſation of a lovely 
woman, as ſenſible in her mind as ſhe is 
beautiful in her perſon, without becoming 
deeply enamoured of her charms ? 


Tuis event happened. 


One day the Maxchiorxzss and the 
young Author had dined together tete-a-itte ; a 
circumſtance that did not frequently happen. 
During the courſe of their converſation, the 
energy with which ſhe expreſſed her ſenti- 
ments, appeared to teſtify a feeling beyond 
the inſpiration of mere friendſhip ; and the 
youth conceived it to be a moſt propitious 
moment 


. ng 9 
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moment to make a lively declaration of his 
paſſion: a project which he had frequently 
determined to execute, from the firſt mo- 
ment he beheld the M arcHioNEss, 


Hz accordingly began in a heſitating 
tonc : 


„ You will not, Madame, I hope, im- 
pute it to me as a crime, that I poſſeſs 
a heart—e fenfibility—a mind capable of 
appreciating—No—alas !-—Ah ! how is it 
polſible one moment to behold you without 
adoring your charms! — and he threw 
himſelf immediately on his Knees at her 
feet. 


How !—Can this be you!“ — exclaim- 
ed the MAxcHiontss with a ſmile :—*< but 
lien attentively to the ſentiments of my 
mind. Ii, with the notions of propriety 
that I entertain, I were to follow the 
conduct winch moſt women under ſimilar 
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moment to make a lively declaration of his 
paſſion: a project which he had frequently 
determined to execute, from the firſt mo- 
ment he beheld the M arcHionEzss. 


Hz accordingly began in a beſitating 


„* You will not, Madame, I hope, im- 
pute it to me as a crime, that I poſſeſs 
a heart—a fenſibility—a mind capable of 
appreciating—No—alas !—Ah ! how is it 
poffible one moment to behold you without 
adoring your charms !''———and he threw 
himſelf immediately on his knees at her 
feet. 


« How !—Can this be you] — exclaim- 
ed the MAaacHiontss with a ſmile :—* but 
liſten atrentively to the ſentiments of my 
mind. If, with the notions of propriety 
that I entertain, I were to follow the 
conduct winch molt women under ſimilar 
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circumſtances would purſue, you have furnifh- 
ed me with abundant reaſon to baniſh you for 
ever from my ſight. The duty which the nup- 
tial tie impoſed, it is my pride and pleaſure 
_ Inviolably to perform, From this declaration, 
you will eafily conceive, that if I felt the 
ſmalleſt degree of weakneſs in my heart, 
the dictates of prudence would forbid me 
any longer to admit your viſits ; but I am 
completely ſatisfied of the fortitude I poſ- 
ſeſs. Friendſhip, and not love, is the paſſion 
I entertain for you. That you, however, 
ſhould fecl both love and friendſhip for 
me, is by no means diſpleaſing; as the one 
will heighten the pleaſure of our converſation ; 
while the other, I flatter myſeif, will inſpire 
the genius of your mind.—Yes, my dear 
friend, I feel no difficulty in acknowledging 
that theſe proofs of your attachment delight 
me; but you muſt reſtrain every expectation of 
receiving favours in any degree repugnant tothe 
ſtricteſt propriety. The elegant productions of 

that 
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that genius which I have contributed to inſpire, 
I ſhall read with inexpreſſible delight. The 
proſpet of being able to encourage the 
nobleſt exertions of your mind, will continue 
to flatter me ;; and I am happy that my virtue, 
ſo far from being inconſiſtent with your 
ſucceſs, will, on the contrary, promote it? 
—— Continue therefore to indulge the 
paſſion for me you have warmly profelied. — 
Let the flame of love be cheriſhed in your 
heart. —You will afford me pleaſure by 
convincing me of your ſincerity: and be 
allured that you have at leaſt one female 
friend, faithful to your intereſt, and anxious 
for your ſucceſs j who can ſometimes applaud, 
without betraying you to yourſelf; for 1 
again acknowledge, that of all mankind you 
are the one for whom I entertain the greateſt 

aſſection and moſt cordial eſteem. In ſhort, 
it is neceſſary you ſhould know, that we 
have never had a converſation with each 
other 


42 THE PATRONESS, 


other which has not been overheard from that 
place by the mother of the MAanqu1s ps 
M ***, whoſe apartment in this houſe 
adjoins to my own.” 


Tuis information filled the mind of the 
young Author with equal confuſion and fur- 
prize ; and encreaſed the affection he had 
conceived for his amiable patroneſs. He 
ceaſed to wonder that his Lordſhip ſhould 
entertain ſo unbounded an eſteem for the 
Marchioneſs, when he learned that the old 
Counteſs Dowager communicated to him 
every tranſaction that paſſed in the houſe of 
her daughter-in-law. He fought the path 
of glory which ſhe had pointed out, and the 
praiſes of his patroncſs encouraged him to 
puriue it. 


PICTURE 
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PICTURE THE SIXTEENTH. 


THE MORNING. 


O RISING Sun! bright ſtar of life and 
light! by whoſe power all nature is re- 
vived | alas, the inhabitants of crowded cities 
are ſecluded from thy charms ! They never 
view the golden glories of thy orient beams 
They only feel the ſultry influence of thy me- 
rdian fires, and never enjoy the ſoft warmth 
which the emanations of thy demi-orb pro- 
duce, when blended with the freſhneſs of the 
morn. I he noble maſs of light reflected by thy 
horizontal rays, when firſt they kiſs the roſeate 
dew, is hidden from their ſight. Of theſe in- 

- chanting ſcenes, alas ! I ſhould have ſtill con- 
tinued ignorant, if in my early youth, when 
Love's ſoft paſſion firſt inſpired my heart, I 
had not climbed, before Aurora's dawn, among 
the 
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the cliffs of Courgis, Cyr, and Chablis; for 
fince that happy time my eyes have never ſcea 
ſweet Nature at her toilet. 


Tus BARON be Hot ux had eſpouſed the 
moſt beautiful of women: dignity of mica 
and regularity of feature vied with the Graces 
for ſuperiority in her charming countenance, 
and made her the idol of his admiration. The 
mind of the divine ULRiQUE was caught by 
the tenderneſs of his manners, and his con- 
ſtant aſſiduities to pleaſe. She was now two- 
and-twenty years of age; her huſband ten 
years older; but notwithſtanding they had 
been married ſix years, he had never once par- 
taken of the plcaſures of the nuptial couch, or ta- 
viſhed one amorous kiſs from her love-inſpic- 
ing lips. The Baron, before he mounted his 
horſe, whether to enjoy the pleaſures of a ride, or 
to follow the joys of the chace, every morning 
entered the apartment of his wife, who, as her 
flumbers were undiſturbed, in general roſe 


early, and interrupted the buſineſs of the toilet 
only 
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ealy to take her on his knee, and pour out the 
ſentiments of admiration which her blooming, 
charms inſpired. 

Tut lovely UtziqQue liſtened to his warm. 
eſt expreſſions without feeling any correſpon= 
dent emotions. 

Tus female boſom, to render it tender, and 
devoted to the object of its choice, muſt have 
been pierced with Cuprd's ſharpeſt arrow ; and 
the heart of ULriqQue never yet had felt the 
pleating pains of love. Ihe Son of Yenus, it is 
laid, every morning wept upon a bed of flowers 
which grew near to the entrance of the houſc. 


THz motives which induced this admiring 
buſband to adopt a conduct fo ſingular and 
extraordinary were never publicly diſcloſed. 
But perhaps we may be able to collect them 
by compariſon :—not that the following nar- 
rative contains the Baron's hiſtory, for we 
muſt fuppoſe that he was influenced by mo- 
1 ., a reſemblance, 

however, 
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however, may in ſome degree be traced be- 
tween the two charactets. 


Nor long ago there lived at Paris, at the 
foot of Pont-au-Change, near the entrance 
to the Quai de Gevres, a Jeweller who had a 
very pretty wife. During his courtſhip ſhe 
was the object of his higheſt admication, and 
the inclinations of his heart alone induced him 
to offer her his hand in marriage. —His feel- 
ings, even as a huſband, from the firſt mo- 
ment of their union, were more complete) 
gratified by the conſtant adulation which was 
beſtowed upon the beautics of his wife by 
all who ſaw her, than ſhe was herſelf. On the 
marriage evening, at the criſis when the con- 
cealing curtains of the nuptial bed invited the 
happy pair to taſte of Hymenzal joys, Or- 
menza advanced towards his wiſe, and, throw - 
ing himſelf on his knees before her, Tell 
me, my lovely wiſe,” he cried, © tell me 
what conduct you would wiſh me to adopt to- 
wards you? Is it your deſire that I ſhould 

| peran 
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permit you any longer to enjoy your bloom. 
ing freſhneſs, and your ripening beauties, 
adorned in all the charms which artful dreſs 
can furniſh ; in ſhorr, will you continue to 
enjoy the univerſal admiration you inſpire? or 
are you willing that I ſhould this very night 
reap the rich harveſt, and expoſe you to the 
riſque of ſeeing that nymph-like ſhape de- 
firoyed ?”” 


Hs ceaſed. —— 


« My deareſt friend,” replied his bluſhing 
wiſe, the refined anxiety of love which thus 
anticipates the inclinations of my mind, re- 
doubles my eſteem. Yes, I do ſincerely wiſh 


for every thing you now propoſe.” 


« I am overwhelmed with joy, ex- 
claimed Ormanza. My charming bride ! 
Oh! I ſhall adore you with increaſed reſpect. 
Never, oh never will I impreſs my inflaming 
Liſles on thoſe roſy lips; never ſhall my eager 
band rove amorouſiy acroſs that panting bo- 


ſom. 
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ſom. I would even interdict my eyes from 
gazing on that paradiſe of love, it looks had 
power to touch. But, oh | to gaze is profana- 
tion. Hallowed be thy heavenly charms II ſhall 
reverence them like a holy ſanctuary, towards 
whoſe ſhrine my groller ſenſes are forbidden to 
approach.” — 


Hz ceaſed, bowed humbly to the feet of his 
virgin bride, and commending her to the 
nuptial bed, retired to reſt in the adjoining 
chamber. 


Tus conduct of Ormanza to this period 
may be conlidered rather 4 than 
blameabic. 


IT is an obſervation frequently made at 
Paris, that the ruin of huſbands is in general 
occaſioned by the extravagant vanity of their 
wives; and the obſervation is thus far truc: 
but when it is faid, that the natural inclinaticn 
of every female mind is to ſhine in a higher 
and more exaked ſphere than they have the 

Man,; 
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means to ſupport, the obſervation is more than 
ene half falſe ; for it is the faſhion of the preſent 
age for huſbands to ruin themſelves, by 
purchaſing every expenſive finery for their 


ves. 


Tut loweſt tradeſman, manufacturer, or 
mechanic, diſdains to be ſeen abroad in the 
company of bis wife, unleſs her perſon be de- 
corated in the moſt ſuperb and faſhionable ſtyle 
of dreſs. 


Tur drefs of the huſbend ſometimes equals 
in finery that of his wife ; and ſometimes, 
under the habit of a ſimple drab, he indulges the 
equally expenſive, but more refined vanity of 
being thought A LorD ; the grandeur of his 
wife being the thermometer by which he con- 
ceives the opinions of the world will be ſilently 
regulated with reſpect to bis own impor- 
tance. 


I nave ſeen a Stationer, who had a very 
handſome wife, carry her to the Champ: Elirter 
Vor. II. t. in 
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in a mi; call her Aſadane la Aer 
guiſe and, after ſtrutting about tor ſeveral 
hours, return through the Thuilleries, get into 
the carriage at the opening of the Port 
Royal, and tell the coachman to drive to the 
Hotel ——, 


« Avr, aye!” exclaimed immediately a 
Hawker of News-papers, who happened to 
know and overhear him, © To the ſhop in Sta- 
troners- Alley,” Happily, however, for the 
feelings of this oftentatious pair, the ſarcaſm 
was unheard. 

Tuts extravagant vanity of huſbands to ag- 
grandize the appearance of their wives, is at 
preſent the moſt prevailing vice of Paris, and 
the mode by which they in general effect their 
ruin. 

1 xxow indeed an inſtance of a huſband 
even quarrelling with his wife, in order to 


make her 2arne/s her perſon in the trapplag 8 
of a woman of qualitye 
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OnnAanza the jeweller, faithfot to his 
promiſe, confidered the perſon of his lovely 
wife as a curioſity for a cabinet, and reſtrained 
his violating hands from touching her, as 
much as if ſhe had been a ſacred object. She 
appeared to him a periect idol, and he placed 
her in his ſhop only to be admired, She 
ſeldom roſe from her bed till noon. The 
richett gauzes, the moſt beautiful muſlins, 
linen of the fineſl fabric, were purchaſed for 
the decoration of her perſon. Dec bed out on 
Sundays.in all the finery of diefs, ſhe walked 
abroad, lolling ſupinely on her huſband's 
arm, while a poor country boy, his appren - 
tice, of honeft parents, was metamorphoſed 
imo the fimilitude of a lacquey to attend her ;; 
a character which he was made to aſſame 
whenever ſhe was beyond the limits where 
Gere was 2 danger of her being known. The 
infatuated Jeweller one day happened to meet 
© friend richly dreſſed in the Fauxbeurg St. 
Elonori, when, deſiring his wife to accept the 
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aſſiſtance of his arm, he was even ridicuibus 
enough to transform himſelf into the charac · 
ter of a lacquey, that ſhe might appear to 
have two footmen at her heels: obſerving to 
the aſtoniſhed boy, « You ſee I do not im- 
poſe any thing upon you, that I am aſhamed 
to do myſelf.” 


By a repetition of theſe abſurdities, the heart 
of his wife was at length puffed up with 
pride, and her mind filled with vanity, im- 
pertinence and egotiſm. 


Oxx day, during the abſence of Onmanta, 
a rich merchant, who had for ſome time palt 
been attentive to the lady, introduced himic!t 
to her company as ſhe fat in the ſhop, and 
accommodating himſelf to the inclinations of 
her corrupted heart, immediately made het an 
ofter of a ſnug houſe, a ſplendid coach, and, 


what was more tempting, a handſome annuity 
for life, 


Consciovs 
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Conscious that her hu band's circum- 
ſtances had been conſiderably diminiſhed by 
the expenſive purchaſes he had continually 
made, to enable her to imitate in her appearance 
the ſplendour of a dacheſs, ſhe accepted 
without much heſitation the propoſal ber 
lover had made, and inſtantly decamped 
with him ia the coach he had promiſed, to 
the office of a notary, fur the purpoſe of 
ratiffing the bargain; from whence. they 
drove away to find the ſnug ratreat, 


Onmanza, on his return home, found 
his wife was abſent; and was informed by 
his boy, that ſhe had accompanied a gentle - 
man in a very fine coach, attended by two 
lacqueys of a different appearance from him- 
{elf and his maſter, without leaving the leaſt 
intimation where the was gone 


Tur merchant was not contented with 
merely admiring the charms of his lovely 
companion z and when he diſcovered the 

E 3 platogic 
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platonic ſyſtem which ber huſband had 
purſued, he taſted his pleaſures with ſuch cx- 
uberant delight, that the Ripulated annuity was 
immediately increaled. But he was a charac- 
ter ſo vitated by debauchery, that at the 
expiration of three months he diſmiſſed bet 
from his embraces. 

Dunixc the ſhort interval of two years, 
Mau OxMAnza paſſed through eight 
different hands ; and the Town, fading the 
was diſengaged, her attachments were for 
me time promiſcuous, At length—terribie 
misfortune !—Mapaus OrxmAanta te- 
turned heme wretched and diſcaſed. — 
Remedies were ſucceſsfully employed, and 
from that time ſhe lived conſtantly with ber 
huſband, Iaſtead, however, of being any 
longer ber admiring (ſervant, he became 2 
harſh, contemptuous, and reproachful maſter. 


Tux ſtory of the Baron ps Horne is 
_ extremely different from that contained in the 
preceding 


preceding narrative; but the Baton had 
actually conceived the abſurd idea of pre- 
ſerving the virgin freſhneſs of his blooming 
wife, and of contenting her with the pleaſures 
of PLATONIC LOVE. Happily for him, the 
BaroxEess is not an [talian Lady,—Let 


him, however, take care of our voluptuous 
Sybarites, 


P. S. We have this moment received in- 
formation that a nobleman, of higher rank 
than the Baron, having paid particular 
attention to the BARONEss, it alarmed the 
mind of her huſband to ſo great a degree, 
that he immediately adopted a different mode 
of conduct, and the lovely ULziQuLis now 
pregnant. 
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2 ride another way! and not go - 
to the Courſe to ſee the horſes ſtart, 
and bet your money on the race!“ 


4 No,”*replied the young Duxs ds D* * ®, 
* | do not feel the leaſt taſte for this ſpecies 
of pleaſure, which we have borrowed entirely 
from the Egli, although certain perſons 
would willingly perſuade us that it is of na- 
tional utility; as if the ſwiſtneſs of their racers 
would mend the paces of our poſt-horſes, or 
improve the diſcipline of our horſe dragoons 
and light huſſars. Matters of much higher 
importance than the breeding of racers, and 
the encouragement of gambling, ſhould en- 
Age the public mind; or, at leaft, they ought 

de excluſively confined to the caſernes.” 
« You 


THE RACE-GROUNTD, 


« You are wonderfully philoſophical to- 
day,” replicd the Cour Ds M* * *; „ there 
muſt be ſome ſecret reaſon for all this. 


Tus Dux# ſmiled — * Perhaps,” 
faid he, © I may have a motive for leaving the 


| Race-ground ; zud perhaps I may not. 

* Tux lovely objet—will ſhe be there? 
＋ Urans 
booth.” 

= Anp do you fly from her? 

« W1TH infinite regret,” 
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Tuts paſſion ſeems to produce very 
whimſical effects. 


- You ſhall be my only confidant, becauſe 
I am really in want of one. Our friend 
ſhip alone would not have induced me to dil- 
Cloſe to you the feerets of my heart. —Liften 
then—The lovely charmer ſhiges with ſupe- 
riot luſtre amidſt that ſelect aſſembly of youth 

and 


and beauty, like the ſovereign Roſe amidſt 
wurrounding flowers in Florg's faireſt garden. 
The Count ps G** * is ſlitting by her Gde, 
and, no longer concealing the partiality of his 
heart, ſeems, by public's proclaiming it, deter- 
mined to diſperſe his numerous rivals. Faithleſs 
Lavana! She promiſed, that a green ribband, 
in token of her love, ſhould ever after form a 
portion of ber dreſs ; but to-day ſhe uo longer 
wears the happy emblem, and means by this- 
neglect to baniſh every hope and comfort trom- 
my mind. The CounT is young and hand- 
forme, amiable in his manners, high in rank ; 
the heart of LAUIAA will be flattered by his 
attentions, and vanity will perhaps expel the 
katuments of love. 


He ſigbed . 


Tus CouxT endeavoured to afford the 
balm of conſolation to his wounded heart. 


No, no, replicd the Dux, I muſt 
endure the torments that I feel. But you may 
render me an important fervice ! Haſte to 

vonder 


vo 


vonder booth, endeavour to approach the faith. 
leſs fair, engage her attention, and by fome 
happy hint, which ſhe alone will underſtand, 
inform her, if it be poſſible, that you have ſeen 

me, and that her perhdy has driven me away.” 


Tus Count promiſed to perform every 
thing the Dor required; and mounting his 
horſe, which his ſervant held in waiting at a 
diſtance, be immediately rode before the 
booth. 

Lux A obſerved her lover's friend, and 
called him to her. You are not come from 
Paris, are you? 


THE RACE-GROUND. 


« My companion and my friend is going 
there.” | 


Ves, Madam, tis he himſelf.” 


« I CAUGHT a glimpſe of him this moment. 
Tell him from me, that he would have won 
the bet. 


Wuailr 
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Wut ſhe uttered this ſentence, Lavna 
diſplayed ber zone (which was a rich ribband 
of the brighteſt green, but which the Duke 
had overlooked). | 


EAR to convey ſuch welcome tidings, 
the Cob r haſtily quitted the booth, and im- 
mediately galloped after his noble friend j but 
his endeavours to overtake him were without 
effec. , 


Tux Duke, inſtead of going the di- 
tect road to Paris, wandered, like other 
hapleſs lovers, round and round the ſpot 
from which be meant to fly; and while the 
anxious COUNT was ſeeking him in the metro- 
polis, he was ſauntering behind the back 
part of the booth, concealed from view. 


Ius celebrated horſe belonging to the 
Dex ps C* * had juſt ſtarted from the 
poſt, and while the dexterous rider's jockey- 
ſhip to win the match fixed the attention of 

the 
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the ſpeftators, the wandering lover ſtrolled 
near enoagh to LAURA to behold her zene. 


Tut effet which this diſcovery produced 
in his mind was equally ſudden and delightful. 
When headvanced toward her, only a few mi- 
nutes beſore, he was the molt miſerable of men 
but he now retired the happeſt of human be- 
ings. Immediately placiag himfelf within 
the obſervation of his fair enſlaver, a fly 
but ſweet and tender ſmile confirmed his 
happineſs, and filled bis boſom with tranſports 
of unbounded joy. He entered the booth, and 
approached the object of his love.— 


« To-xtonT," faid he —< I go.— 


* Ys,” was the anſwer he received, WH: 
her face was turned another way. 


Ti Dux immediately departed from the 
booth; and at the Barriers du Trine, for the 
Race-ground was in the road to Vincennes, be 


met 
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mot the CounT retarning from Paris, where 
he bad been making the molt diligeat en- 
quiries after his friend. 
« ] 3x19 you the happieſt cidings ““ ex- 
claimed the Count. 


« I HAvE heard them already,” replied the 
lover. 


Tur Count chen related what he had ſern, 
apd the Duxs communicated what he had 
beard ; and theſe circumſtances produced be- 
tween them the moſt unbounded confidence. 


Tut two friends returned in — 
M each other to Pars. 


„usr,“ exclaimed the Dort, whoſe 
foul was overpowered by the abundance of his 
Joy, © I muſt diſcover to you the ſituation of 
my heart, and repoſe, without reſerve, the la- 
dent ſtory of my love within your friendly 
bon. The charms of LausA engaged my 
aﬀeQtions from the firſt moment that I beheld 


her, and 1 employed all the afliduities of love 
6 
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to gain her heart: an endeavour which I have 
fome reaſon to believe has been attended with 
ſucceſs, The declaration of my paſion has 
been followed, in all our ſubſequent converia- 
tions, by reflections on the mutual pleaſures 
with which the bonds of marriage would crown 
our love, The reciprocal careſſes we ſhould 
enjoy were the pleaſing ſentiments which filled 
our minds; and the idea of becoming, by the 
conſtancy of our atfection, a bright example 
of conjugal felicity, inſpired our hearts. But, 
alas ! we ſoon found that our matrimonial union 
was impracticable. The tyranny of deſpair 
obliterated every hope from our minds, and the 
only conſolation that remained was derived from 
the frequent interviews which we continued ta 
have. Fortunately no rival candidate ſo- 
licited my Laura's hand z and as my parents 
had not affianced me to any particular object, 
we continued at leaſt free from the dreadful 
misfortune of being united to objects our 
bearts would have abhorred. | 


« Walls 
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Went we remained in this fituation, 
the happieſt accident that could befaf « 
lover brought us one day cloſe together 
1 A. Our looks were ſtediaſtly fixed on 
each other ; the eyes of Laura were warm, 
tender, and full of love z mine ſparkled with 
correſpondent flames 5 and as I ſeized her 
bvely hand, ſhe raiſed mine, and preſſed it to 
her heart. Encouraged by this precious 
our, I again ferred her hand, and at the 
moment the prieſt was pronouncing the 
holy benedition, I exclaimed in 2 voice 
ſuſiciently loud for her to hear, © ALuiGnTyY 
God, thus in thy preſence I devote myſeli 
© her, as her huſband.” —< And J,“ replied 
the lovely LAURA, © devote myſelf to him as 
his wiſe.” — The ſanctity of this reply juſtified 
the temerity of my conduct ; ſhe ſupported 
herſelf upon my arm when we quitred 
the chapel ; and, ſcizing a lucky moment, I 
impreſied the kiſs of conjugal fidelity on 
ber charming lips. —But how ſhall I reveal 
the ſequel of our union! 

Vor- II. F « You 
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„NM o muſt Ciicloſe the whole, my noble 
friend, if you mean that I ſhould ferve you,” 


« On! I have no longer need of your 
aſſiſtance, —*tis done already!” 


« How!“ 


« FRIENDSHIP alone, and not neceſſity, 
now communicates to your confidential 
boſom the ſecret of my heart, —I continued 
to adore the lovely LAURA, and ſhe returned 
my fondneſs with an equal flame. —l1 frequent- 
ly urged to her that we were marricd.” 


« ALAs! we are,” ſhe tenderly rep/icd, 
A HUSBAND then has rights,” ſaid 1. 


Too dangerous,” ſhe replicd, “ to be 
« conſummated under a union like ours.” 


« Thy muſt not be relinquiſhed : you 
will be guilty of a crime agaiaſt the laws 
of Leve and men. 

« Tut 


r  Cm_—_—_ RT 
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Tur let the laws of Love and Hymen 
« be my guide.” —And ſhe was obedient to 
th:ir dictates, 

Ort evening ſhe conducted me 
with ſecrecy to her chamber, for ſhe had 
not then a confidant. Oh! night of bliſs! 
which raiſed my ſoul to more than heavenly 
joys.—But reflection filled the mind of my 
beloved LAURA with unceaſing inquietude. 

Tur rich and beautiful Lady Dowager 
(un being at this time warmly attached 
ws the intereſts of LAURA, ſhe related 
ts her the {ſtory of our love, from its 
commencement to the preſent time. The 
Muchioneſs, who poſſeſied a cultivated un- 
G&ritanding, was at this period two and thirty 
years of age, and had paſſed through many 
ſcenes of life ; but neither her experience nor 
her wit were capable of ſuggeſting any means 
to extricate us from our embarraſſed ſituation. 


Tus genius of Lauka at length 


&viſed a reſource. 
F 2 « (xs 
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« Or morning, when my foul had tafted 
of more than mortal happineſs, « My 
« dear lord, ſaid ſhe, © it is now become 
« neceſſary that we ſhould adopt ſome deciſive 
« meaſure, There is one, and one alone, 
% preſents itſelf to my mind, which is, 
that you ſhould immediately eſpouſe my 
% friend the Marchioneſs, who, though 
„ more than twelve years older than your- 
« ſelf, may feign herſelf with child, and afford 
* to us the dear and precious opportunity 
« of impoſing the infant, which I ſhall ſoon 
produce you, upon the world as vour true and 
* lawful heir. "The ſecret of its birth will be 
conſined to the knowledge of your wite alone; 
and under theſe circumſtances, judge how 
„much my affection for the lovely offspring 
** will be encteaſed ; and with what ſuperior 
* happineſs I ſhall reflect that I am «s 
« mother.” 


I Maps ſome objections, on account 
of the difficulty and danger of preventing 


the ſecret from being known; but one 
word 
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word from LauRaA's lips at once removed 
them all. 


Tu project was confidentially communi- 
cated to the Marchioneſs; and as ſhe im- 
mediately acceded to the propoſal, I had no- 
thing more to ſay upon the ſubject. 


« You will recollect, my dear friend, 
how much the world were aſtoniſhed at my 
marriage, and with what wit they ridiculed 
the idea of an attachment to my ſuppoſititious 
bride; but the fat is, that ſhe is not my 
wife ; for LauxA and myſelf, the day be- 


fore the nuptial ceremony was performed, 


proteſted in the preſence of Almighty Gop 
againſt the union, The Ducheſs is my 
friend, but not my wife; and for this reaſon 
my attachment to her will continue for ever 
undiminiſhed. Ah! ſhe is indeed a friend 
the moſt tender, the moſt generous of friends ! 
She is virtue itſelf ; for this wife, my friend, 
is ſuperior to the weaknefs and inclinations of 

F 3 | ber 
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her ſex, The lovely Laura has already 
produced me two children, a boy and a girl. 
New pleaſures fill my mind when I ref 
that | am the author of the happineſs which 
I obferve ſhe enjoys; a happineſs which perhaps 
the ſituation of her children, more than 
myſelf, contributes to inſpire. Oh! I ſhould 
expire with grief if 1 thought the catertaiued 
an inc lination for another. 


„* On! how can you ſuſpect her love,” 
exclaimed the Couxr, diſſolved in tears, 
« after an experience of the circumſtances 
you have now related!“ 


« BrT why, my friend, this ſoſt emotion 
and theſe falling tears?” 


« BECAUSE,” replied the Count, © the 
ſtory of your misfortunes is blended with my 
own.” 

« How ! with yours, my friend?” 

« YI 
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« Vie, with mine, and tis your ſtory 
that has divulged them to me. I am 
only two years older than yourſelf, and I have 
long in vain adored the Marchioneſs, whom 
you have married. Judge, therefore, of the 
ſecurity with which this ſingular confidence 


will repoſe within my breaſt.” 


« Can this be poſſible? And did you 
tell your love 


% No, ſhe is ignorant of the affection I 
entertained for her, and never now ſhall 
know the inclinations of my heart,” 


Sucy was the mutul confidence with 
which thcſe friends te poſed their ſecrets 
in each other's brealts. 


Tut Dux was in the evening admitted to 
the chamber of his charming LAURA. 


Tut Covvr, it is ſaid, was tempted to 
pay a vilit to the D ucheſs, and the charms of 
his beloved object leat his tongue an elo- 

F 4 quence 
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quence which ſoon diſcloſed 10% ſecret with 
which he had been intruſted. The happy 
interview was paſſed in pleaſing converſation , 
for the Ducheſs informed her lover, that (b- 
had conceived, even under her preſent ſitu- 
ation, a maternal affeftion for the character 
of the Dux k, and found the ſphere 10 which 
ſhe was exalted too pleaſing to deſtroy. 


Taz Ducheſs kept the promiſe ſhe bad 
made, and fo did Laura alſo. 


PICTURE 
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THE WAGER WON, 


| T was near a fuperd chitcauo——— 


Bur why is it that the pleaſures of the 
country are not more innocent than thoſe of 
the town ? 


I covLD never endure the practice, which 
prevailed in the age of chivalry, of women 
inciting the combatants to deeds of blood ; 
nor the manners of the preſent age, when he- 
reines aſpire to rank among the votaries of 
war, and lovers of the chace. "The female 
boſom is an aſylum where ſoft humanity and 
gentle tenderneſs ſhould always dwell. Periſh 
thoſe wicked beautics the CT ts, the R—xrs, 
and the Dzs—Les, thoſe intriguing tyrants of 
the court, who enſlave and ſacrifice a thouſand 
hearts, merely to indulge the pleaſures of their 

inordinate 
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inordinate vanity, and gratify their unſeel- 
ing caprice. Such characters are no longer 
intitled to the privileges of their ſex. I bey 
are a race of monſters, and ought to be ex- 
tirpated. 


Two females obſerved, from a balcony 
which commanded a proſpect of the circumja- 
cent country, a covey of innocent partricges 
running with their red and rapid feet along a 
held of ſtubble that adjoined the park. One of 
the birds, a faithleſs cock, appeared to beſtow 
his dalliance with equal fondneſs on ſcvcral 
favorites. At this moment a ſportſman, young 
and beautiful as the God of Love, and armed 
with bow and arrows, paſſed by. I he ladies 
pointed out the guilty bird; and demanded 
vengearice from his ſkilful ſhaft, 


« I wiLL lay a taper,” replied the ſportſman, 
"© that I pierce him through the heart ; but to 
make it worth my winning, I ſhall be glad to 
know how my dexterity is to be recompenſed. 


« WHAT wager do you propoſe ?*” 
«& ] REQUIRE 


* 
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« I REQUIRE neither honours nor riches ; 
the favours of the fair are all I wiſh for. What 
reware therefore are you willing to beſtow if I 
revenge your inſulted ſex by the death * 
faithlefs lover? 


Tu queſtion created fome embarraſſment ; 
and the ladies conſulted for ſome time with 
each other, but made no reply, 


« T expect then,” replied the ſportſman, 
who was impatient to ſhew his ſkill, © to te- 
ceive the heart of her whoſe boſom is moſt 
endued with tenderneſs, in recompence of that 
which I am now about to pierce ; and the 
other ſhall become the confidant of our love. 


rx will be my friend then,” replied the 
talleſt of the ladies, 


« I wAIT your command to draw my ar- 
row to its head,“ ſaid the ſportſman, 


DA,“ exclaimed the lady. 
Ar 
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Tut word was no ſooner uttered than the 
bow twanged, the arrow flew; and transfixed 
the heart of the faichleſs bird, in the mo- 
ment while he attempted to vary and repeat 
his guilty joys. 

Taz ſportſman picked up the bird, ex- 
piring in a flutter of amorous delight, and, 
holding it in his hand, exhibited his victim, 
with the arrow through its heart, to the {:ght 
of the ladies. 


«K APPROACH a little nearer,” cried the 
talleſt, advancing her hand, and receiving the 
dying bird, ** that I may ſee it better. 


« How pitiable,” obſerved her friend, © to 
deſtroy the life of ſo beautiful an animal !” 


&* A FAITHLES$ creature deſcrves no pity,” 
replied the talleſt, ** Sir, you are, I preſume, 
à Gentleman of the neighbourhood, will you 
walk in and reſt yourſelf ?” 

Tur ſportſman did not require a ſecond 
invitation, but, advancing toward the open 
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door of the balcony, aſcended in a moment to 
the ladies. 


Tut tendereſt heart poſſeſſed the faireſt 
face. Her ſymmętry was divine, her well- pro- 
portioned leg voluptuous ; for the ſportſman had 
advanced fo quick upon them, that they had 
not quitted the balluftrade over which they 
were obliged to lean ; and when they faw him 
look with ſuch admiring eyes, they retired 
covered with bluſhes and confuſion. 


« Inv won the wager,” exclaimed he, 
« but I will receive no payment but that 
which ſhall ariſe from a ſenſe of my obedience 
to your commands.” 


Bur why ſhew us any favours, Sir?” re- 
pled the talleſt ; © we will not receive any.“ 
In uttering theſe words ſhe drew from a little 
caſket a heart (ſtudded with diamonds, the trinket 
which uſually decorated the boſom of her fais 


friend, and preſented it to the ſport{man. 


«You 
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„% You deceive me!” he cxclaimed, © this 
is not the hcart that I alluded to; it belongs 
perhaps to you, and not MADAME.“ 


« No,—This belongs toMADEMOISELLE 
pe ViEXXE; and here is mine. There arc 
cyphers upon both of them, and you may eaſily 
diſtinguiſh, by obſerving the initial letters, 
to whom they reſpectively belong. I am the 
Marcnioxess DE GRAN DIE PRE.“ 


Tux mind of the ſportſman, on hearing 
the name DEK VIENNE meationed, appeared 
greatly intereſtec, and remained for ſome 


time abſorbed in ſilence. 


Taz ſuperior luſtre of her charms had 
touched his heart, and he preferred But 
n is neceſſary to make the character of this 


ſportſman known. 


Hr was the ſon and heir to the Dukt pr 
F*#*#®, and enjoyed the honorary title of 
CouxT pt Cn . The tenderneſs with 


which bis father loved him was equally inſpired 
by 
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by the ties of conſanguinity and his own 
extraordinary metiis. The anxiety of his 
parents had been ſucceſsfully employed to 
render him the moſt accompliſhed character 
of his age; ard the only remaining wiſh of 
their hearts was to ſce him happily married. 
The Duke had mentioned a rich heireſs to 
him, but finding the heart of the, young 
Count not at preſent inclined to matri- 
mony, he thought it prudent not to expoſe 
to his averſion the name and character of 


the lady whom he ſecretly deſigned to 


make his future wife. To diſcover his 
taſte, and attract his attention to the 
ſex, young girls, each poſſeſſing a different 
ſtyle of beauty, were frequently dreſſed in all 
the elegance of ſaſhion, and preſented to his 
view, in ſuch a way as to prevent his ſpeaking 
to them or ſceing them again; but the heart 
of the Count ſeemed inſenſible of their 
charms, and not one, of all the various 
deautics he beheld, attracted his admiration 
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or regard. Meaſures, however, were ſile nd: 
and progreſſively taken to accompliſh the 
main deſign. 

Tus Count one day overheard his affec- 
tionate parents mention the name of M ape- 
MOI1SELLE DE ViEwNE ; and, on liftening to 
their converſation, he found they catertaine! 
different opinions an this fubject, The 
praiſes of the Duke were hviſhly beſtowed 
upon another lady, whoſe name he mentioned; 
but the Ducheſs maintained the ſuperiority, 
both in perſon and mind, which Ma uot- 
SELLE DE Vibes poſleſled ; and particu 
larized her merits in the warmeſt ſtrains & 
panegyric. The Count reflected, that 
as his parents ſeemed to be at variance 
with each other as to a proper object of their 
choice, no great danger was immediately to 
be apprehended, and therefore the diſcuition 
made but a tranſient impteſſion on tis 
mind. 


Tue 
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Tat period, however, at length arrived, 
when. the effet of their ſcheme was to be 
tried, They accordingly propoſed to the 
Count, in very direct terms, a lady, who, 
from the diſagrecableneſs of her manners, 
they were certain he would immediately re- 
fuſe ; accompanying the propoſal by artful 
animadvetſions on the comparative merits of 
MAaDzeMotSELLE pt Vigexxs. The Count 
was ſoon afterwards introduced into company 
where MADEMOLISELLE ok Ven was 
preſent ; and the firſt moment he beheld her, 
the feelings of his boſom acknowledged the 
truth of thoſe praiſes he had heard ; but not 
knowing that ſhe was the ſelected fair-one 
whom his parents approved of as his ſuture 
wife, he concealed the ſentiments of his 
mind, and avoided all diſcovery of the 
emotion ſhe had raiſed in his beatt. 


Two years paſſed ſilently away, when the 
Duke, to effectuate the projet of their 
union, viſited an eſtate in the neighbourhood 
. vor. II. G of 
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of that on which MADEMOISELLE Ds 
Viewxe reſided with her relation the Max. 
CHIONESS DE GRANDPRE. 


Tux father and fon agreed that each of them 
ſhould reſpectively take one of theſe eſtates as 
the range of his ſport. 

Tur ladies, upon the appointed day, 
anxiouſly waited in expectation of ſeeing 
the Count, whom they only knew by 
conjecture; nor did he, from the diſtance of 
time which had elapſed ſince his former 
tranſient interview, recollect them again. 

Bur it is now neceſſary for us to return to 
the ſportſman, who had accepted the invita- 
tion, and introduced himſelf to the ladies. 

PRREvious to the interruption of our narta- 
tive, we related that the Ducheſs had 
mentioned the name of MADEMOISELLE DE 
ViEnNE for the wife of her ſon: this 
circumſtance immediately occurred to the 


mind of the Count, and afforded him the 
higheſt pleaſure, 


« I ax 
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« J Anu the Count pt Cn“ ,“ re- 
plied he, . and I accept this heart, as a pledge 
for that of the lady with whom alone I laid 
my wager.” 

Wunt he ſpoke theſe words, he received 
the heart ſtudded with diamonds which 
Mar nostro VigxxNE uſually wore 
in her handkerchief, and immediately retired, 


« Won'r you take ſome refreſhment 
with us, Aonſceur ie Comte laid the Marchio - 
nes. A ſportſman ought to have a keen 
appetite, and you have ſeveral miles to go. 


Tux Count, however, was too anxious to 
return, in order to converſe with the Ducheſs 
his mother reſpecting the mention ſhe had 
made of MADEMOISELLE DE Vir: 
be accordingly returned them thanks with 
great politeneſs for their hoſpitable invitation, 
and took his leave: a refuſal which created 
lome ſurprize in the minds of the ladies, 
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Tur Court, on his return home, im- 
mediately addreſſed himfclf to his mother 
„ Madame, you are acquainted with Mas. 
DEMOISELLE DE Ver, and I] am ſure 
you entertain for her the higheſt eſtcem ; 
1 bave this moment ſcen her at the Callle d 
CGzRANDPRE. Her charms delight me, and 
] am ready to obey whatever you ſhall in tt: 
reſpect command.” 


% My dear fon,” replied the Ducheſ, 
J have long wiſhed to unite you with that 
amiable gir! ; but the Duke your fathcr—! 
will however ſpeak to him upon this ſubject, 
and utc my utinalt endeavours to procui: 
his conſent.— But do not rely too conteoilly 
on my ſucceſs.” 


& ALas!” exclaimed the Count, if 

am Ceprived of this amiable object, I fer! 
that I ſhall be miſcrable the remainder of 
my lite,” 


Taz 
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Taz Ducheſs infuſed theſe doubts, and 
contrived the means ef preventing the 
immediate acquieſcence of the Duke, in hopes 
that their affected reluctance might increaſe 
the flame which love had lighted in the 
boſom of their ſon; and their endeavours 


were ultimately crowned with ſucceſs. 


Arco D interview with MADE MOISELLE 
pe Viss confirmed the paſſion her merits 
had inſpired, and after the factitious impedi- 
ments had operated their full efteft, conſent 
was given, and the ceremony performed, 


On the evening of the nuptial day, while 
they led the happy pair to the temple of 
tymen, the Ducheſs thus addreſſed them: 


% You have long been deſtined to each 
other's arms. From her carliclt infancy 
the father of my charming daughter and the 
Duke interchanged their ſolemn promiſes to 
each other, that time ſhould make you one. 
He was our moſt intimate friend, and his 
daughter has ever occupied an equal poriion of 
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my heart. Render her completely bleſted, 
my ſon,—Render my lovely daughter com- 


pletely happy; and may your boots 
eternally glow with an affection equal to the 
increaſing friendſhip by which the hearts of 
your reſpective fathers were united | 
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A H A T trimmed with flowers concealed 
the cunning looks of a ſharping and 
handſome female card-p'ayer. A BARON Ss, 


who was her left-hand adverſary, liſlened to 


the obſervations of a Marquis, who fat 
eagerly watching, by the affiitance of his 
glaſs, the progreſs of the game. Ihe Cover, 
her buſband, fat on her right hand, engaged 
in converſation with the young and lovely 
MArcHioNtss, as ſhe ſtood, overlooking 
the cards, by his fide. The PaxzeSibert, 
her partner, held his. cards with as much 
gravity as if they had been bricſs in chancery 
fuits, and ſeemed to look for information in 


the eyes of all around. 
G 4 Tus 
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Tur Cousr, whoſe attention was 
diverted to the young and blooming Mas- 
 CHIONESS, Was, without doubt, in danger 
of committing ſome miſtake, 


Trvs it was that fix lovers amuſed them. 
ſelves at the cloſe of the eighteenth century, 


Barren of converſation, they reſorted to cards; 
for cards diſpenſes with all the exertion that 
wit, reaſon, ſentiment and love requize | 
Vive le jeu 


«« Wnuar do you think of it?” ſaid the 
CourxTEss to the Marquis. 


« I wiLL go your halves, if you plcaſc, 
for you play a ſure and certain game. 


„% Way won't you play, my charming 
lady!“ faid the Coun, addreſſing himſelf to 
the MAKCHIONESS. 


&« You know that my huſband is—" 


« KNOW 
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* I xxow that he loves to win, but we 
tan arrange the party to his inclination,” 


gur I am engaged to the PaeSivenT,” 
replied the MAarCHioxess ; © and he always 


« loſes.” 


« Onsrnve,” continued the CovunTt, 
% how the CoUuNTEss eyes him. She is 
about to play ſome unexpected ſtroke, —We 
mult place the PxeSIDENT with the BARO- 
NEss z the Marquis ſhall have the Coune 
TESS; and you and J will be partners. We 
are matched at preſent, without knowing it, 
againſt all common ſenſe. I will propoſe 
is new arrangement; our merits will be 
more equally matched, and then our little 
lociety will ſtill continue. Wherever we 
play, we will go each other's halves,” 


Taz MAarcuioxess ſmiled aſſent. 


Wu the rubber was finiſhed, the CovxT 


propoſed the new arrangement to the com- 
pany 
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pany, and explained the motives which in- 
duced him to make it. The propriety of 
the change underwent a ſerious diſcuſhon, 
and was at length conſented to. 


Tux Baroxess was extremely handſome, 
and ſhe bowed with graceful form towards 
her new partner, the PRESIDENT. 


Tur air of fin-/e which diſtinguiſhed the 
manners of the CounTEss, rendered her 
ſtriking ; and the MAarqris eyed her with 
cloſe attention. 


As for the charming MArcHioxtss, 
every thing had been previouſly. ſettled be- 
tween her and the CounT. 


Tux ladies roſe, as if in concert; they 
preſented their fair hands, on which their te- 
ſpeclive partners impreſſed a kiſs ; and the 
phalanx being thus compoled, they ſeparated 
to enjoy the pleaſures of ſociety. 


THE 
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Tut new aſſociation between the Max- 
CHIONESS and the COUNT was not produce 
tive of very happy eſtects. The dexterity of 
the CovxTEss was for ever ſucceſsful ; the 
BaxoxEss ſometimes won, and ſometimes 
loft : but the charming MARCHIONESS was 
avariably unfortunate. 


To the lively ſenſibility by which her 
character was diſtinguiſhed and adorned, ſhe 
joined a rigid and inflexible integrity, and the 
idea of cheating never once occurred to her 
mind. A mad enthuſiaſtic love of play, 
| however, filled her breaſt ; but it was ſounded 
on a temporary deluſion, the faſhionable 
ſoible of the day; and was far from being an 
innate paſſion of her heart. Surrounded by a 
ſociety unſuſceptible of the delicate ſentiments 
which adorn honourable minds, her principles 
were ſo entirely abſorbed, that ſhe required 
fome ſudden ſhock to remind her of the 


Gangers to which ſhe was expoſed. 


Tur 
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Tur inclination the felt for play, wa 
frequently indulged at a certain houſe in th: 
Place des Vitoires, where while the adverſity ct 
her fortune was ſufficient to excite a degree of 
ſympathy in every diſintereſted breaſt, the' 
company beheld her ill luck with malignant 
pleaſure, and ſeized the opportunity of taking 
thoſe advantages to which, from her embarcal:- 
ments, ſhe was now expoſed. 


Tur Cour, although extremely rich, did 
not chuſe any longer to ſupport her ill fortune, 
by ſupplying her neceflities ; and abandoned 
her in the midſt of her diſtreſs. 


« I wiLL never play again! exclaimed 
the Mar cniontss; and happy had it becu 
for her if ſhe had kept her word. 


Ons evening, while, with eyes that ſeemed 
to devour the cards, ſhe fatally overlooked 
the party who were engaged in play at 
this houſe, a man, deſtitute of every 
principle of honour, but poſſeſſed of a 
Nender fortune, who had lcarat the art 
of 
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of adapting his experces to the occaſion, and 
ſometimes of encrealing his revenue by diſ- 
poling of the little credit he had acquired, 
kxed his eyes attentively upon her tor ſome 
umc. 


« You burn with inclination to play, my 
lovely Marchioneſs, ſaid he; © I entertain a 
ſtrong proſentiment that you will win. Here,” 
continued hc, Jiding a roulcau adroitly into 
her hand, is ſomething that will enable you 
to try your luck ; avd I will go your halves in 
every thing you win or loſe,” Without wait- 
ing for her reply, he immediately formed a 
party, at a table which at that moment be- 
came vacant by the abſence of two of the 


company who were going away. 


Tur Mazcrionass accordingly fat down 
to play; and, wondertul reveric! ſhe won twice 
the ſum which had been lent to her. The 
amount of the lucky loan was immediately re- 
ſtored, and ſhe went away in tumults of joy 
at the extraordinary good fortune ſhe had fo 


unexpeedy caperienced. 


Tur 
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Tux enſuing day ſhe renewed her viſit to 
this ſeat of fortune. CHEntFoRT, the perſon 
who had lent her the money the preceding 
evening, was alio there; and although his per- 
ſonal appearance was mean, contemptible and 
diſguſting, ſhe beheld him with looks of com- 
placency and ſmiles of joy. The character of 
this man was entirely unknown to ber; but 
ſuch is the powerful influence of the paſſion 
which occupied her heart, that ſhe felt herſelf 
Battered by the attentions of a man, the habits 
of whole life, ſhe learned, was a daily endea- 
vour to enrich himſelf by the loweſt practices 
of money-lending and itock- jobbing. 


Tut Maxcuioness gained very little at 
this ſitting; yet ſtill ſhe won ſomething ; and fate 
ſeemed no longer invariably to perſecute her. 
Succeſs inſpired her mind with confidence, and 
flattered her with hope ; but at length, aftcr 
eight days of uninterrupted proſperity, ſhc 
again experienced a cruel reverſe. . 


AT the commencement of the evening for- 
tune fluctuated for ſome time, but at the con- 
cluſion 
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dufion of the play ſhe had finally loſt— 
fve hundred Lows ert. This ſum amount- 
ed to more than her preſent funds enabled her 
to payz but Cnrneront was behind her 
chair, ready to afford her aſſiſtance. 


« To prevent the company from ſuppoſing 
that I aſſiſt you in the character of a lover,” 
faid CHEXEFORT to her in a low whiſper, 
« affect to pledge your diamonds and your 
jewels with me for the money you wiſh to 
raiſe, in the fame manner as you have ſeen other 
players, under like circumſtances, do; for it 
is neceſſary to preſerve your honour from ſuſ- 
picion. Do not, however, be anywiſe diſcou- 
raged by this circumſtance ; for you may reſt 
allured I will reſtore them to you again.” 


By this perfidious language the feel- 
ings of the unfortunate MARCHIONESS 
were in ſome degree tranquilkzed, 


Tus Marcnionsss, on taking her leave 
of the company, not being willing to diſcloſe 
to CHznzrorT the place of her reſidence, 

accepted 
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accepted his hand, and, in expectation of her 
jewels being reftored, conſented to po to his 
houſe; her coach waiting for her before hu 
door. 


« CHARMING woman!“ exclaimed be, 


I will ſuſtain the loſſes you have met with, 


and the jewels and diamonds 1 have received 
ſhall be immediately reftored to you, provided 
you will grant me only one favour,” 


HE particularized the odious condition be 
propoſcd 


Tux eyes of the Mancaioxess were now 
opened to his views, and the recallection of 
her ſituation filled her mind with every horrid 
idea ! She employed every innocent art which 
the thought might move the boſom of ths. 
monſter, but he remained callous to ber in- 
treaties, and ſteadfaſt to his purpoſe. 


To whom was ſhe to addrefs herſelf in ſuch 
an emergency She had no one, alas to whcic 


advice (he could apply but thoſe former friends 
whole 
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whoſe pernicious examples had occafioned her 
embarraſſment. A ſituation fo alarming ſhe 
had never before experienced; and having 
during the remainder of the evening exhauſt- 
ed every endeavour to regain her jewels 
without ſacceſs, ſhe reſolved to quit the houſe, 
and relinquiſh them intirely to the deceitful 
Cnaexaronrt. 


Tus inhumaa villain ſigniſied to her that 
ſhe was not now her own miſtreſs.— 


Tus baſeneſs of this infinuation raiſed the 
feelings of the Maxcnioxess to the higheſt 
pitch of indignation ; and running baftily to 
the window, ſhe called aloud to her attendants ; 
but unfortunately the coachman and the 
two footmen had fallen falt allcep. 


Cut ren ſucceeded in his endeavours 
to draw her from the window, by pointing to 
a boudeir, into which ſhe permitted him to 
conduct her, under the idea of being then able 
to make her eſcape. No ſooner, however, had 

Vor. II. H the 


| 
| 
| 


g8. THE WHIST PLAYERS. 


the brutal monſter ſecured her in this 


retreat, than he told her chat he was 
equally in policfhon of both her diamond: 
and her honout, being determined to detain 
her until ber abſence from home ſhould 
induce her huſband te enquire where ſhe was 1 
and that he would then juſtify her detention 
by declaring, that ſhe had endeavoured to force 
the jewels from his juſt poſſeſhon, without 
giving him an equivalent ſecurity. 


Tus ae; ſeized the nia of 
the afflicted MARrcHnioNEss ; and ſhe was 
for ſome time unconſcious i of what fe 
did. At length, after ſtruggling amidtt 
a conflict of paſſions —* Well, inbuman' 
monſter !”” ſhe exclaimed, - then ſatisſy 


| your apperits,”"——Dut we muſt draw 2 


veil ovet the er of this odious 
feng es 22H OLHD 44 1 Lofts 2 0: 
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 ABourT the hour of Ache ia che morning, ia 
the broad face of day, the MAxcnioxass leſt 
the 
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the houſe of - Cunnerornt. + A femme de 
charge attended her to her carriage, and ſhe 
reached home with a mind diſtracted by 
the recollegion of what had happened ;- 
paſſed the remainder of the day in painful 
ſalitude 3 and never aſterward appeared in 
Tus poiguancy of her grief however, 
which during a long interval preyed upon 
her health, at length in ſome degree 
ſublided ; and her fpirits were beginning 
ie taſte the pleaſures of returning tranquil- 
lity, when CEN Ton was detected in 
the. commiſhon of an atrocious - crime, 
for r he was 
condemned to dic. 


— oy accumulation. of ſhame to the 
mind of the afſlicted M ax cnioness ; a ſhame, 
cruelly increaſed by a |ctter which ſhe recciv- 
e from” the miſcrable/ convict, in which he 
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oftentatiouſly told her, that the remem- 
brance of the happy night he had paſſed 
with her, placed him above the teach of 
infamy. 

Tut᷑ violence with which this blow aTailed 
the feelings of the MARCHIONESS was dread- 
ful indeed] A long and painfullife was drawa 
out into lingering ſufferance. Thoſe days 
which would otherwiſe have been devoted to 
the enjoyments of pleaſure, were patied in 
tears, in the anguiſh of ſolitary retirement, 
interrupted only by the preſence of a huſband, 
whoſe mind had been rendered inexorable 
by dark rumours ofthe diſ grace he had ſuffercd. 


SUcH is the miſerable ſituation in which the 
MaARrCHIONESS at this moment cxilts. 


As to the CounTEss, her career of play 
was {topped, by being excluded from every 


ſociety where play was practiſed. 
Tut 
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Tur BARON EGS was, in the courſe of time, 
marricd to the PRESIDENT, who treated her 
with harſhneſs and diſreſpect. 


To conclude : Gamblers of every deſcrip- 
non are the moſt contemptible characters 
in ſociety; but when a paſſion for play 
infects the female boſom, it converts the 
lovelicſt part of God's creation into 2 race of 
MoxsTzas. 
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Of! Love! thou univerſal charm of 

nature ! by thy influence the hearts 
of men are raiſed to the felicity of Gods! 
Ah! what mortal can complain of human 
miſcries, whoſe bolom once has glowed with 
thy infpiring flame 


Love, it is aid, is no longer a tender 
paſſion; and that its pure and genuine flame 
is quite extinzuiſhed, T heſe are the fenti- 
ments of cold unfecling minds ; of faſtidious 
critics, who only ſee the darkened fide of 
things. The delightful colours of the peach 
eſcape their obſervation, becauſe they never 
new tne fide made blooming by the ſun. 

H 4 The 
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The intoxicating pleaſures Which tender 
boſoms feel, daily contradict their falſe 
aſſertions ; and even the wounded ſpirits of 
unhappy lovers often curſe the treacherous 
ſecurity into which theſe ſenſeleſs reafoners 
Have betrayed their hopes. 


Ar the ſculptured baſe. of an elevated 
ſtatue, repreſerting the God of Love with 
his finget on his lips, as the emblem of ſecrecy 
and difcretion, an ardent lover poured out the 
lively ſeclings of his ſoul. 


« Divine arbitreſs of my fate, decide my 
| happineſs or my miſery—fpeak—fay—vYEs OR 
NO. 2 


Tar Mancaiowegss caſt a look of ten- 
derne is towards her lover, and while her lips 
contradicted the inclinations of her heart, 
ſaid. NO.” 


HarriLy ſhe ſaid * N;“ for the reſlleſs 
feelings of a jealous mind had urged the 
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CovxTEess of FL*** to attend their ſteps, 
and the wo which the MAazcytoness had 
pronounced, infuſed the balm of comfort into 
bet wounded heart. 


« No!” exclaimed the young Prince ps 
N., « and is my fate for ever then de- 
cided?” 

„ Yes,” replied the Mancnioxess, 


while a tear of love ſtole gently down her 
check my duty —”" 


« On! I venerate that falling tear. I hall 


Do you defire it? 
« Yes—l entreat that you will leave me.” 


Taz young Pr1xc roſe ſuddenly from his 


ſeat ; and walking haſtily away, turned round a 
thouſand 


* 
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the ſpot to which, perhaps, he would have ſc on 
returned—perhaps have—but he obſerved the 
jealous CounTEss, and hurried faſt away. 


Tax cruel ſeparation which the Mancnto- 
Xxss had. impoſed, was too painful for the 
Prince to ſupport, and his health became the 
victim of his feelings. The more he ſuffered, 
however, the more he felt. the facrifice 

— 


Tu Prince was, in a diſtant degree, 
related to the Manchioxzss ; and having, 
during their infancy, been educated with 
each other, in all the intercourſe that was 
conſiſtent with the diffetence of their (ex, an 
innocent but indelible attachment had re- 
be 4 4 taken place in their hearts. 


U was at this time a n and 
wt his abſence from bis father's houſe, the 
young. Mangyis DE 32, ſon of the 
Dogs gs > , in Introduced to Markt- 


MOISELLE 


— 
: 


* Gn. 
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MOISELLE DE N“, and ſoon afterwards 
revived her hand in marriage. 


Stix months ſubſequent to this union, the 
Paiwce, on his return home, waited on his 
charming couſin, in expeRation that ſhe 
would receive him with the higheſt rapture 
ad delight 3 but, alas! it was with row 
and regret, | 
”Exyxngsn1nc his ſurprize at "this un- 
expected reception, he requeſted with great 
anxiety that its myſtery might be explained ; 
and at the end of three days was informed, 
that the conduct of the MAancnioness 
had been occaſioned by the recollection that 
ſhe was now married, and the knowledge that 
be fill adored her ; for he had openly declared 
t her all the feelings of his ſoul. | 


beart} and, confiding in the vile counſds 
r the mother of the Pzixcs, the com- 
municated 
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 anunicated to ber dhe declaration ber fon had 
made, and earneſtiy entreated her to ule every 
endeavour to ſtem the progreſs of a paſſion 
which had fo ſenſibly affefted her heart, 
Tu mother of the Paincz conveyed x 
powerful admonition to her fon in few 
words: „ Suppoſe,” ſaid ſhe to him, that 
the MArcHioxess DE B*** was beloved 
with equal fondneſs by any other perſon, 
would your mind be ſatisfied that (he (heul4 
gratify inclination at the expence of ber 
honour ?” 

„No, Mapaze,” replied the young 
Paine But reaſon was foon ſilenced by 
the ſuperior powers of love, 

Tus CounTass of FT“, a young 
and amiable widow, had long felt an in- 
violable attachment to the PRINCE, and ber 
irie nds had made propoſals to his mother on 
the ſubject of their union. The alliance 
[being in every reſpect extremely deſirable, 
"the propoſals were received with approbation, 


"and every means were uled by the mother to 
R oucks 
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excite 2 — r 
ks * 


eee PRI ad re. 
ceived the laconic admonition from his 
mother, the CovxTess had been invited to 
der houſe 3 and it was after dining together at 
the fame table, that the Px1xce had met the 
Mxxcnroness and Covwrrss in the 


garden, in the manner we have already 
deſcribed. 


Tus Pamct had indulged a ſond idea, 
that by a converſation with the MAzcmto- 
uss fome happy mode might be adopted, 
by which he would be enabled to unite the 
tdefires of love with the duties of friendſhip ; 
but the peremptory and decifive anſwer which 
the Marxcnioxess had given him, im- 
mediately baniſhed every hope from his mind. 
The reſpe he entertained for the ſuperiority 
<f her virtue, and the purity of his own 
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mands he had received; but he ſoon found 
that he had performed a facrifice which wa 


likely to endanger his nie. N 


Tux ſeverity of we grief is. a malacy 
that diſorders every function of the foul, pro- 
duces ſpaſms in every organ of the body, 
ſuſpends all the active powers of the heart, and, 
if unalleviated, deſtroys, by GIS 
culation, — ga f 


Tux, forroms which tel the, ** 4 


the Pans degan to prey upon his health, The 
idea that the Maxrcnioxess was rn 
preſented Irlelf * inceſlantly to his mind i and 


particularly" rerurred with choc force \n 
dreams upon his pillow: for during fleep, 
the ſuſpetſion' df the | Corporenl | / powers 
renders. the unroſiſted impreffions of the mind 
mote keen and adtive, the agitations of the 
breaſt more lively and acute, and. forrov 
then aſſumes in moſt abuRing age. 


In Tus 


as 
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Tus virtuous, FPmicz bowever, fearful 
of giving pain, carefully concealed his 
{tuation from the knowledge of his mother, 
who beheld his deſpondency with fincere 
regret, but was ignorant of the ſilent inroad 
its cauſe had made upon his health. One foft 
ward or tender look from the lovely Max- 
cu10n £55, in the early period of his diſorder, 
would have revived his drooping ſoul ; but 
being now deprived of the pleaſure of gazing 
on her charms; no longer hearing the en- 
chanting ſound of her voice, he deſcended 
gradually 0 the gates of death, without 
either his mother or the Man cg x88 enter- 


taining the leaſt ſuſpicion of his danger. | 
er an unfareſeen event 
touk place. 0 it noqu mes 
„ B* ** deſſred to 
bare 2 particular" ragodt, of which be was 
paGGonately» ſond, and by too exceſſibe an 
indutgence d his 'tpperite on this favourite 


we de debe Bie o. denn 
Tue 
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Turn Mancuoness made preparations 
to devote ſuch time to his memory a 
the laws of decency required ; but on the 
eighth day after his interment, having heard 
the dangerous ſtate into which love had 
thrown the health of the Px tc, every other 
conſideration vaniſhed from her mind; ſhe 
immediately paid a viſit to his mother; 
and candidly diſcloſed to her the fears and 
feelings which had urged her viſit. 


© Is he then ſo ill, replied the Paincan, 
<« that you ſhould thus violate for his ſais 
the reſtraiats which decency requires? 


« Au well aſſured he is,” replied the 
CounTess : « but fee him inſtandy | 
ſhall rely upon you.” 


Tus mother, alarmed by this intelligence, 
immediately procecded to the hquſe of bet 
fon, and, on gently withdrawing the cur- 
tains of his bed, beheld, him ſtruggling 
on the verge of lite. 

SHE 
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Sus ſhricked aloud ! 


Tus ſound of her voice revived the ſinking 
ſpirit of the PAIN cz, and as he extended his 
arm towards her, ſhe diſcovered the portrait 
of the Manchiontss lying on his breaft, 


Aud is it the Mancniontss who has 
reduced my ſon to this deplorable ſtate ex- 
climed the Dowager. Alas! my child— 
my dear—my lovely ſon—the MARCH1@N&8s 
is here—ſhe is come to ſee you.” 


« On! where, where is ſhe ?—let me be- 
hold ber ]“ exclaimed the Paaxce. 


Tus Marcnionsss, dreſſed in the weeds 
of widowhood, approached the bed. 


« My dear couſin,” ſaid ſhe, as ſhe in- 
clined towards him, what has occaſioned 
your illneſs ?” 


Sun is dreſſed in mouraing l“ obſerved 
the ParNce. 1 
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« Yes, my dear ſon, replied his mother, 
« her huſband is no more. I ſhould have 
informed you of this melancholy event, 


but 


« AT As!“ obſerved the Paixce, „the 
pleaſure which ariſes from the misſortuncs di 


others, confers a guilty joy. 

THis reflection in ſome degree calmed 
his agitated mind; he ſeized the hand of 
the MARCHIONEsSsS, and, preſſing it with 
tenderneſs to his heart, exclaimed, © I dic 
with grieſ—with grief, —The comforts di 
your preſence alone can preſerve my life,” 


In uttering theſe words his voice faultcred, 
and he fainted away. 


Tus opinion of the Phyſician did 
not tend to remove the pprehenſions 
which were entertained of his ſafety; for, 
from the ſymptoms of the diſorcer, he de- 
ſpaired of his life, Informed, however, of 
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the cauſe of his complaint, he obſerved its 
progreſs, and preſcribed the regimen it would 
be neceſſary to purſue ; but jt ſoon became 
evident, that his alliance with the Man- 
CHIONESS was the only remedy that could 
efteQually reſtore his health. 


Tus marriage ceremony was accordingly 
performed in the chamber of the patient, at 
the expiration of the third week of the 
MarxcHiuness's widowhood ; but it was 


thought prudent to keep the alliance a 
profound ſecret. 


Tus Marcuioness, with every tender 
care, and with unceaſing aſſiduities, watched 
over the convaleſcence of her huſband; but 
the violence of grief having changed 
the whole maſs of his blood, almoſt a year 
clapſed before he was perfeAly reſtored to 
health, during which time ſhe ſcarcely ever 
quitted the room. The powers of language, 
however, are inſufficient to deſcribe the 

I 2 extent 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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extent to which theſe delicate attentions aug 
mented the tenderneſs and attachment of the 
PxINCE; tho' they peither augmented his /:v/ 


nor his e/fcem, for theſe were already too great 


10 admit the poſſibility of being increaſes. 
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PICTURE THE TWENTY-FIRST. 


THE SURPRISE, 


On ipouſe une ſemme, on vit at une autri, 
Et Pon n' aime que foi 


HE Count ps Cuzey had c{pouſed 
MADEMOISELLE DE JALoNsS; and the 
principles upon which ſo many marriages are 
formed, conſtituted the baſis of this union. 
Taz Count had married, becauſe it was 
necellary to perpetuate the family name; 
becauſe the lady was his equal in birth and 
fortune ; and becauſe ſhe was not ugly. 
Neither the emotions of love or hatred 
diſturbed his breaſt ; he behaved, for his own 
lake, with great reſpect towards his wiſe z 
I 3 and 
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and they lived together with, at leaft, 
apparent tranquillity and content, 


Tur virtue of fidelity is no longer to be 
found in Paris, The number of attracting 
objects which the metropolis every moment 
preſents to view, tempt by their variety, and 
ſeduce by the charms of novelty which cach 
of them poſſeſs: charms the moſt power- 
ful to corrupted habits. and a vitiated taſte. 


In the country, indeed, matrimonial fidelity 
may poſlibly be preſerved, it the lady will only 
be attentive to heighten her charms by ie 
advantages of her drefs, the elegance of ber 
manners, and the cleanlineſs of her perſon; 
three indiſpenſable attentions, and which, if the 
ladies will permit me to make the obſervation, 
ought to be adhered to with as much nicety c/ter 
as they uſually are before the nuptial knot is ty cd. 


Tue Count and his wife continued con- 


tented!y to vegetate at his country ſeat, ſur- 
rounded 
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rounded by a group of roſy peaſants, in whoſe 
minds be had raiſed himſelf to conſiderable 
diznity and reſpect, when his lady, having heard 
great commendations of Figars, conceived an 
unconquerable inclination to viſit Paris, in 
order to ſee that celebrated comedy pertormed ; 
and the inclination of the Covnr being equal 
to that of his wife, they departed from the 
country one morning in the month of May, 
and arrived ſoon afterwards at the metropolis. 


HizinG a lodging in the Marais of Rue 
St. Anaftaſe, they went the next day to ſee the 
Deulrvard du Temple; and 25 it happened to 
be a holiday, Mapame br Curry was 
decked out in her beſt apparel, with her haic 
in tight curls, and a ſmall riding-coat 
covered by a robe « la Francaiſe; a ftyle of 
dreis at leaſt ten or a dozen years older than the 
faſhion of the day, With what aftoniſhment, 
therefore, did ſhe behold a group of ladies 
drefled in white frocks, who appearing at a 
Giltance, like a number of boarding-ichool 

I 4 mifles 
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miſſes, ſcarcely fifteen years of age, made the 
town look to her eyes like the land of tairies ; 
but on a nearer approach, for one that was 
young and beautiful, ſhe diſcovered thirty 
old and ſhrivelled; who were endeavouring 
to emit lively glances from their dull, luſtre- 
lacking, and tarniſhed eyes. The natural 
vanity of the ſex interpoſed, and ſhe flattered! 
herſelf that her charms were, at leaſt, greatly 
ſuperior to thoſe ſhe had yet ſeen. 


Tux Covnt and his lady being engaged 
to dine with her relation the MArcnionzss 
DE 870, were punctual to the appoint- 
ment at three o'clock, The young Maz- 
CHIONESS, Crefled in the higheſt ſtyle of 
faſhionable elegance, rendered the appearance 
of MAapaus pe Cher, in her antiquatcd 
hnery, quite ridiculous. The ſuperior taſte 
of the MAarcyioness dazzled the eyes of 
the admiring Cour, and every word hc 
uttered was calculated to convey a compli- 
ment to the luſtre of her charms. The 


pride of MAapang ps CHErY was hurt by 
his 
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his unreſerved partialityz and, exciting the 
attention of ber buſband by the diſcovery of 


her vexation, ſhe ſeized a moment when ſhe 


to him, 2 


« WELL, do not praiſe her perſon then, 
but confine your compliments to the ſinery 
of her clothes. You ſhall ſee that to-morrow, 
or next day, 1 will be drefled with equal 
degance.” 

Tut Mazcnioness, however, overheard 
the obſervation, and filently meditated 
revenge. 

Ins perſon of the CounT was extremely 
handſome. 


Tus ycung MAxcnioxess had married 
M. pz $*** by the compulſion of ber 
parents; and two or three lovers had already 
warmed the coldacſs with which ſhe approach- 
ed the temple of Hymen, The bewitching 


was not, as ſhe conceived, overheard, to ſay . 
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ſmiles with which ſhe affailed the Covvr, 
while they attracted his attention, captivated 
his heart; and, on taking leave, he begged 
permiſſion to wait on ner the enſuing day. 


Tut Marxcnioxess readily conſented; 
for, perceiving that Mapame peg Curry 
was polieſied of ſufficient beauty to receive 
great effect from the advantages of dreſs, ſhe was 
willing to prevent the conſequences of that 
ſplendour with which ſhe had menaced tier. 


Tux next day, before the ceremony of the 
evening toilet was begun, the CounT arrived, 
and found the Maxchlosgss dreſſed in 2 
coeffeure of tight curls, with a little cap on her 
head, in the faſhion of ten years back, exactly 
like his wife : but her beauties were encreal- 
ed by the ſimplicity of her dreſs. 

« Aa!” exclaimed the Count, © it is 
to the bounty of nature that you are in- 
debted for your charms, which no change of 
dreſs can alter, or deſtroy.” n 

Z 
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Hz accordingly ſeated himſelf by her fide, 
| and poured out the moſt eloquent and flatter- 
ing encomiums on her beauty. 

Country gentlemen poſſeſs hearts 28 
well as ſenſe, and the Couxr, who was 
endowed with abundance of wit, rendered 
his converſation ſo extremely pleaſing, that 
the MAxcHionEss, experienced in the arts 
of gallantry, rewarded him with looks of 
tenderneſs and love. 


Paovok to by the tempting whiteneſs of 
her half expoſed boſom, he claſped her delicate 
waiſt in his enamoured arms: „I adore you!” 
he exclaimed ; ** you have touched my heart. 
—Charming woman | my happineſs depends 
on you.” 


Tu boſom of the Mancnionwess throbbed 
with pleaſure, while her down-caſt eyes 
beamed a tranſient but inſpiring glance to- 
wards her lover.—But the ſequel of this 
'mterview is yet unknown. 


Tux 


ſmiles with which ſhe aſſailed the Covvr, 
while they attracted his attention, captivated 
his heart; and, on taking leave, he begged 
permiſmon to wait on ner the enſuing day. 


Tut Maxrcnioxess readily conſented; 
for, perceiving that Mapame peg Curry 


was poliefied of ſufficient beauty to reccive 
great effect from the advantages of dreſs, ſhe was 


willing to prevent the conſequences of that 
ſplendour with which ſhe had menaced tier. 


Tux next day, before the ceremony of the 
evening toilet was begun, the CounT arrived, 
and found the MAarcmoness drefled in a 
 coeffeure of tight curls, with a little cap on her 
head, in the faſhion of ten years back, exactly 
like his wife : but her beauties were encreal- 
ed by the ſimplicity of her dreſs, 

« An!” exclaimed the Count, © it is 
to the bounty of nature that you are in- 


debted for your charms, which no change of 
dreſs can alter, or deſtroy.” 1 
x 
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Hr accordingly ſeated himſelf by her ſide, 
and poured out the moſt eloquent and flatter- 
ing encomiums on her beauty. 


CounTry gentlemen poſſeſs hearts as 
well as ſenſe, and the Count, who was 


endowed with abundance of wit, rendered 
his converſation ſo extremely pleaſing, that 
the MAKxcHionEss, experienced in the arts 
of gallantry, rewarded him with looks of 
tenderneſs and love. 


 ProvokeD by the tempting whiteneſs of | l 
ber half expoſed boſom, he claſped her delicate ] 


waiſt in his enamoured arms: „I adore you!“ 
he exclaimed ; * you have touched my heart. 


—Charming woman | my happineſs depends 
on you.” 

THz boſom of the Mancnionwess throbbed 
with plealure, while her down-caſt eyes 
beamed a tranſient but inſpiring glance to- 
wards her lover. —But the ſequel of this 
'mterview is yet unknown. 


Tux 


i 
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Taz CounTass, who was already dreſſed 
in the higheſt ſtyle of taſte and faſhion, as if 
it had been her wedding-day, had ordered het 
remiſe to follow her faithleſs ſpouſe ; for ſhe 
had brought her fils dr chambre PaxeTTA 
with her to town; and ſhe reached the 
houſe of the Marchioneſs a few minutes after 
her huſband arrived. 


Tut ſervants, who had ſeen her huſband 
enter, and recollefted her from having ſeen 
her the preceding Gay, readily acquieſced in 
her defire of not being announced. 


 ADYANCING towards the room, ſhe gently 

opened the green ſerge door, and puſhing open 
one half the folding-door within fide, filently 
entered the apartment, at the moment her 
eloquent huſband was expreſſing the paſſion 
of his heart, 


« Wrar charming language! Alas, he 
never uſed the like to me !—Ah! how ſhe 


liſtens to the pleaſing ſounds See there 
and 
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and knew him not till yeſterday !—Parifias 
wives make rapid advances.” 


Tus Cours, as ſhe pronounced theſe 
words, picked up the hat and gloves of ber 
faithleſs buſband, and, fileatly retiring from 
the room, returned abruptly to the door. 


Taz Count releaſed the Marcnrowess 
from his encircling arms, and looked in vain 
around, as if he wiſhed to find his hat, while 
the MAAc HESS ſtooped down to reach het 
work-bag, which had fallen on the floor. 


Ar this juncture the CounTxss entered 
the room. Sir,“ ſaid ſhe, © I have brought 
back your hat and gloves, which I juſt now 
picked up. I am much obliged to the kind- 
neſs of my couſin for the civilities ſhe has 
ſhewn to you, and I agree that in imitating my 
country dreſs, ſhe looks as lovely as ſhe does 
when dreſſed in the neweſt faſhion, The air of 
Paris, however, don't agree with me. To- night 
we are engaged to ſee Figaro; but to-morrow, 
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if you pleaſe, we will return to Crzyy ; for 
at Cv we lived with at leaft compoſure and 
content, without thinking of the news/? /o/] {:1. 


Lou may return, if you pleaſe, Madam,” 
replied the CounT ; © but it is my pleaſure 
to ſtay here ſome time longer. 


Tur feelings of the CounTEess were irri. 
tated beyond meaſure, but—her manners were 
polite, 


Ix the evening they went to ſee the Co- 
medy of Figaro. The CounTEss recollecting, 
from the forcible impreſſion which the part of 
the Page made upon her mind, that (he 
had a young relation who acted in that ca- 
pacity in the ſervice of the King, ſent him 
an invitation to come and ſee ber; and be 
paid the viſit the moment he received the in- 
vitation. 


Tur CovxTEss had adopted the faſhion- 
able dreſs of the metropolis, aud, being really 
band- 
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handſome, appeared ſcarcely cighteen years of 
ade · 

Tut young Page found her perſectly adapt - 
ed to his taſte; and the CounTEss entertain- 
ing the ſame idea of the Page, they made them- 
ſelves agreeable to each other, and matters 
were arranged accordingly. 


ABOUT a fortnight after this new connec- 
tion had been formed, the CounTxs8 
obſerved that the CounT was preparing to pay 
a viſit to the Marcmoness :—* Pray Sir,“ 
laid ſhe to him, “ why cannot we make a 
partie quarrie *” 


How, Madame! what do you mean?“ 


«On chere is you and the MAaxcnio- 
urs, and I and my couſin the King's Page.” 


« I wilt aſk permiſſion of the Man- 
CHIONESS; and if ſhe conſcnts, I can have 
wo objection.” 
a Tus 
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Tus Count accordingly took his leave, 
and on his arrival at the houſe of his lovely 
MARCHIONFS5, mentioned to her the pro- 
poſal his wife had made. | 
- * Arp did you not immediately acoede to 
it?” replied the MAncHioness. 


« No, Madame ; 1 was willing firſt to learn 
your ſentiments on the ſubject.” 


« On! for ſhame—You are a perſedt 
Hlattentet ! The party your wife has pro- 
poſed is the beſt imaginable ; it is the ac 
faſhion —Go—run yourſelſ, and defire them 


Tur Cobvr anſwered her ures and 
e (Fant 


Tus Mancmonns, while the Count 


was di the duties of his embaſſy, 

rr 

e. * 1 
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Tus Covnrzss alſo, to ſecure the captive 
of her charms, had heightened the elegance of 
ber dreſs, and appeared with ſuch raviſhing 
luſtre, that her huſband was fruck by the 
beauty of her appearance. 


Tut obedicnt Cour conducted his 


wife, accompanied by the youthful Page, to 
the houſe of the MARCHIONESS, 


Bor hat happened to interrupt the enjoy- 
ment of their partie quarries? 


Tus young Page was an admirer of the 
Mancnioxess, and the diſappointed Coun- 
Ae was neceſſitated to turn again to her huſ- 
band. 


Tus party, from this circumſtance, in- 
ſtead of indulging in the licentiouſneſs of plea - 
ſure, became, at leaſt with reſpect tothe Count 
and CounTess, extremely ſolemn and precile. 


Tus Count was faithful to his wife for 


the long ſpace of fifteen days, but at the expi- 


Vor. II. K. ration 
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ration of this period he renewed his viſits to 
the M ax cHlONEss, who ſurrendered to the 
CovunTess the affeftions of the Page. 

PAR1s is the place to improve provincial 
minds | | 
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PICTURE THE TWENTVYV- SECOND. 


THE PRINCE'S BOX. 


THE young Pack or Ricunours, 
—» walking one day arm in arm with the 
Doxe D'EsT®s abs, obſerved a little girl 
in the arms of her mother, who was aſking 
charity. 


Tus Paixcs ſtopped ſuddenly, and 
appeared ablorbed in thought. 


Wer is the ſuhject of your contem- 
plation?” aſked the DuxE. 


4 A vzay ſingular ſubject, replied the 
Parxce. (An idea has occurred to my mind 
which pleaſes me very much, You abſerve that 
pwr woman with an infant in her arms, 
Gothed in rags. If care were taken of the 
child, ſhe might perhaps, at ſome future pe- 
nod, become a celebrated beauty ; and I feel 

X 2 an 
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an inclination to render her an object of public 
admiration.” 

„Bur by what means is this to be ct 
ſected ? 

Bx education, and introducing her on the 
ſtage, either as a finger, a dancer, or an ac- 
treis. 

« THis is a ſingular idea, indeed! 

Tur Pz1xcs deſired the poor woman to 


follow him, and conducting them to a pro- 


daughter to be conveniently accommodated, 


and provided a fund for their ſupport. They 
were afterwards placed in a ſuitable convent, 


-where, during the courſe of ten years, the |::t/c 
ISABELLA was inſtructed in all the polite lite- 
rature of the age. 


Tus Paixcz, during this interval, ba“ 


never ſeen his little protege ; but hearing from 


Re 
app A 
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ꝓpearance of becoming extremely beautiful, he 
ſent CouLon to teach her to dance, while an- 
other faſhionable maſter gave her leſſons in 
muſic, and an actor of the F rench ſtage inſtruct» 
ed her in the ſcience of declamation, It was, 
however, inthe elegant accompliſhment of danc- 
ing that the lovely Is A#ELLA molt excelled. 


Tur progreſs of her excellence was report» 
ed to the PRICE, who, when time and educa- 
tion had rendered her completely proficient, re- 
queſted that the Dux would introduce her 
through the intereſt of ſome of his friends to the 
Opera- houſe, to afford her an opportunity of 
trying her talents for the ſtage. 


Tur mother, by whcſe advice and opinions 
ber daughter's conduct was entirely ditected, 
accompanied her in this new ſcene of life ; 
and by her mother's ſuggeſtion ſhe was 
, apnounced as a new performer to the public, 

under a flit ious name: a name on which the 8 
able after ward ur 


« "oh Tut "nl 
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Tur mind of the Pxixce, eagroſicd by the 
multiplicity of youthtul plcaſuces, equally g- 
norant of the Doux s having introduced bis 
young pupil to the tage, andof the new name 
ſhe had in eonſe quent aſſumed, continued to 
ſpeak of her as a perſon ſt ill under his care. He 
heard, therefore, the encomiums which were 
paſied on the extraordinary talents of the new 
performer, without the ſmalleſt ſuſpicion that 
it wes to him the public were indebted for 
therr ple ſure. 


Cuntos ir v, however, induced the Parxcr 
one evening to viſit the Opeta, in company 
with his friend the DKE; and they were 
ſeated together in the Prince's box, when 
Is8ABELLA, in one of the moſt brilliant c 
trees of the ballet, made her appearance on the 


Kage, 


Tur. Parxcs was as much ſtruck by the 
beauty of ber perſon, as the audience were 
captivated by the excellence of her talents. 
The houſe reſounded with applauſes, and 
' reiterated brave's echoed from every fide. 


By 
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Br beavens |” exclaimed the Princes, I 
muſt» ſpeak to this charming dancer; her 
merits demand my warmeſt praice.” He 
accordingly diſpatched one of the box» keepers 
with his conplunents to the lady, requeſting 
ſhe would do him the favour of a tew moments 
converſation in his box. 


ISABELLA, accompanied by her mother, 
immediately aſcended to the PRINScE's box; 
for upon theſe occations the mother, whether 
natwial or fictitious, of an Opera-girl, never 
permits her daughter to go alone. 


IT was impoſſible that either the mother or 
her daughter ſhould have forgot the name of 
their royal beaciaQor. 


ISABELLA was yet without 2 lover; for 
her mother, wiſhing to render her the de- 
ſerving object of ſome high and advantageous 
alliance, had preſerved in het mind all the cap- 
Urating timility of virgin innocence. 


' K4 1 49 „7 
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Sax accordingly entered the box with bluſh. 
ing modeſty.—“ Charming, lovely girt I” 
exclaimed the PxIx cx ſeveral times without 
interruption, while he paſſed his hand with ſome 
freedom underneath her chin. 


Tu mother of ISABELLA, perceiving that 
he did not recollect them, preſented her 
daughter, whoſe hand already reſted on the 
Prxinct's arm, while the other was clevated, 
as if endeavouring to fly away, and addreſſing 
herſelf to him—“ I hope, faid ſhe, my 
daughter-pleaſes you, The generous carcs 
your Highneſs has beſtowed have not been 
beſtowed in vain, 


& How ! what does this men!“ 

Mr Lord, it is RAE IIA whom you 
: by OTTITYY l. exclaimed the PRINCE, 
rs my Lord, that poor unhappy child, 


| os 
wh 
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anner. 
ing eyes of the public.” 


« Ou heavens !—l$ it pollible—ls this 
my lovely pupil — Well, my dear friend, you 
ſee that I have not been deceived, ſince in my 
own admiration I have realized AN 
muſt all ſup e 
ſome convetſation. 


ISABELLA, who had yet to make another 
entree in the ballet of the evening, deſcended 
with her mother to the ſtage. 

Warn the Opera was over, the Prixce, 
accompanied by the Dux x, conducted I8a- 


BELLA and her mother from the theatre to a 
houſe on the BoUuLEvarDs DU T zMPLE, 


where they ſupped. 


Tur Pxixck, with great anxiety, informed 
himſelf of all the circumſtances of Is ABELLA's 
life, particularly the line of condu ſhe had 
purſued ſince her acquaintance with the ſtage ; 

| and 
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and he had great reafon to be ſatisſied with 
the accounts he received. Her mother ſhrwed 
him an octavo volume, containing one hun- 
dred and twenty pages, in which every tranſ- 
action was recorded, and it was filled with 
propoſals of alliance from perſons both of 
the city and the court. Is ABELLA, however, 
had rejected every overture which had been 
made, and referred it to her mother to ap- 
preciate the reſpective merits of the cendi- 
dates tor her favour, 


AMONG the number of theſe lovers was 3 


young man, the ſon of an opulent FIN AN CAR, 
whoſe name ſtruck the ear of the Perxcy, :5 
belonging to a perion of whor be bad tome 
knowledge ; and on an examination of his pro- 
potals, he appeared to be fo excellent in tis 
character, and ſincere in his attachment, that 
the Patxce recommended to her to Cifmiis 
the cther candidates. « My charming 
Papil, ” ſaid he, © has, by the purity and 
virtue of het conduct, rendered herſelf a ſacred 


oper of my friendſhip and eſteem; and we 
ſhall 
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Hall hereafter fee in what manner her honeſt 
inclinations are to be rewarded.”* 


Tus delicate regard which the PRxIxcx 
entertained for the chatacter of ISAnZTLA 
induced him to order the ſervants to continue 
in the room during the deſſert, and he per- 
mi*ted her to go home at an early hour. 


Tur enſuing day, when the young PIN AN- 
C1F& preſented himſelf, he was immediately 
admitted to the houſe, and the prudent mo- 
ther ſpoke to him on the ſubject of his propoſal 
in the manner the PRIXcE had adviſed. 


Tus hope of being excluſively beloved, and 
his certainty of the unipotted character of Is a- 
\ BELLA, induced the young man to make an 
immediate oftcr of marriage. 


Tus generous propoſals he offered on the 
| ore of fortune, together with the lively ardour 


.&f his affection, obtained the mother's conſent. 
ISABELLA, 


a» xt ae 


— 
1 


War. 
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| IsABELLA, who diſcovered in the perſon and 
character of this young man qualities which ſhe 
had not ſeen united in any other of her admirers, 
youth and amiability, was, on her part, wil- 
ling to facrifice to him all the advantages of 
ber future ſucceſs. 


Sven was the ſituation of things when 
the family of the young man were informed 
of his intentions.——At the eve of celc- 
brating the nuptial union, he was arreſted 
by virtue of an order from the King, a4 
ſent into exilo. 


Tur prudence of the mother and the 
virtue of her daughter were not relaxed 
by this diſappointment; they continued to 
live with a decency ſuitable to their fitu- 
ation; and adhered with ſcrupulous at- 
tentiom to the regularity of their con- 
duct. 


THz 
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Tux young ind lovely IsanZTLA by en- 
creaſing excellence diſtinguiſhed herfelf in 
the line of her profeſiion, and ſhone with 
Londen and Paris. | 


Bor at the criſis of her fortune, when 
ſhe beheld the pleaſing proſpeR of feeing 
her conſtancy and merit meet their due 
reward, ſhe was carried off in the flower 
of her age, mm. 
by a malignant diſorder. 


| Tas mind of her young lover was over- 
whelmed by grief; and the heart of her 


princely protector wept with the keeneſt ſenſi- 
bility over the memory of his fair and 


ADELIA 
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ADELIA MERRTI was a lovely 
brunette, the ſecond of three amiable filters, 


Tux youthful ORA, brother to a man 
who enjoyed a conficerable plate under 
government, had been placed in the family 
of Morns!zur Mera, her father, as © 
kind of clerk, that he might acquire the 
habits of buſineſs, 


On nA, from the firſt moment that his eye» 
beheld che fovely ARI I, was deeply ſmitten 
with her charms, although at this period ſhe 
was yet an infant under thirteen years of 2g", 
and her elder ſiſter had attained that ripene's 
of age, and appetence of beauty, which 
inſpires the ſoul with love. 


# 0 1a 30 | 
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Tut tender ſentiments which ApELia 
had excited in the heart of ORRA, be en- 
deavoured anxiouſly to conceal ; but the re- 
ſtraints which he impoſed upon his feelings 
enly rendered his paſſion more warm and lively, 
The indulgence of it, however, was ſtill confin- 
ed to folen glances and unobſerved attentions ; 
and if her ſiſters by chance perceived the par- 
ticularity of his behaviour, he endeavoared to 
Dew to them an equal attention, to pre- 
vent their ſuſpicions. 


Par windeuvel Mowxs1euRr DE Meant 
houſe overhung the Quai de ia Volle, and 
the family were frequently expoſed, on that 
fide where the factory was eſtabliſhed, to 
hear very indelicate and unpleaſant conver- 
g | | 
Tur virtuous Onnza, who was anxious 
to preſerve unſullied the native purity of 
ADEL1a's mind, was careful; whenever it 
yas probable that theſe groſs converſations 


might 
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might be overheard, to engage her in con- 


verſation, and by the loudneſs of his voice, 
of the noiſe of play, avert her attention from 
the ſubje&t, and prevent its indeccat teadency 
from offending ber ears. 


OzzA conſtantly attended the family d 
Moxsizux pt Maat whenever they 
walked abroad ; and his mind was entirely 
devoted to the care of his beloved April. 
While no object preſented itſelf that could 
give offence to the purity of female delicacy, 
his civilities* were corifined to her mother 
and her ſiſters ; but the moment he diſcovered 
the molt diſtant danger of any thing indecent 
preſenting itſelf to Abi eyes, he in- 
ſtantly ſeized her lovely hand, and with 
great adroitneſs led her another way. 


Tut elegant trifles which are intend- 
ed to ornament the perſon or to pleaſe 
the mind, he laviſhed wich equal care 
among the ſiſters 3 but be continued to 
obſerve a behaviour ſo cold and diſtant to- 
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wards the eldeſt, that even a flattering com- 
plimeat to her never eſcaped his lips, This 
conduct, which manifeſted no particular parti- 
ality, together with the general propriety of his 
manners, caught the attention of Mon- 
un and Mapaus Mantz and con- 
crying for him the moſt cordial eſteem, 
they deſtined him, in their own minds, 
as the future huſband of their eldeſt daughter ; 
but thinking it improper that ſhe ſhould 
be married until ſhe was of age, they diſ- 
kmbled their wiſhes and intention on 
this ſue. 

Tut harmony which prevailed throughout 
the lamily, and the pain with which the idea 
of parting aflicted the heart of Oan 4, in- 
duced him to remain in his preſent ſituation 
lenge: than had been at firſt propoſed; but 
the pleaſure he received in being treated with 
a much tenderneſs and attention as if be had 
heeatheir own ſon, ſoon removed his (cars, and 
in a ſhort time diſcovered to him ſome faint 
Vor. II. L notions 
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notions of - the intention which ADEL1A's 
parents cheriſhed in their minds. 


Txt lovely object of his ſecret attachment, 
as ſhe advanced in age, whether from a ſilent 
conſcioulnels of her beauty or merit, be- 
came of a diſpoſition extremely reſerved, She 
was as grave and ſcrious as her youngeſt filter 
was lively and laughiag. 


Tu character of the eldeſt ſiſter was mild 
and placid ; and the charms of goodnels 
animated every feature of her face, with tne 
ſame force that the ſentiments of ſenſe and 
virtue procceded from her lips. 


OnnAa conceived that he could not 
adopt any meaſure more likely to ſecure 
the object of his attachment, than to pro- 
vide a lover for the eldeſt ſiſter ; and in ſecł · 
ing among his acquaintance, he at length 
found a young man of extraordinary merit, 
who had frequently complimented him on ide 
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Ahappinefs of living in ſo agreeable a 
family. 

Ona, however, was careful to inform 
himſelf of the real ſentiments from which 
theſe compliments proceeded, conceiving 
that his beloved Abt LI was unavoidably the 
object of univerſal admiration. 


His jealous fears were ſoon removed. 


- ARNEVILLE declared, that the eldeſt ſiſter 
was alone the object of his choice; that ſhe 
had for three years paſt been the excluſive 
idol of his foul z but that, ſuppoling her 
affections engaged to the perſon whom her 
parents already treated like their ſon, he had 
concealed, with equal care, the grief and 
fondneſs that aſlailed his heart. 


On leaped upon the neck of his friend 
in the extravagance of joy with which this 
candid declaration filled his mind, and ex- 
claimed, „ Then we are not rivals! Maps- 

n nde L 2 Melis ELLE 
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AOISELLE Df Mrxzai is amiable! in the 
higpeſt degree, but my affections were engaged 


on my butt acquaintance with the family.” 


THis mutual confidence increaſed the 
friendſhip which had long ſubſiſted in their 
youthful hearts; and OxzA not only intro- 
duced his friend to the object of his affections, 
with high encomiums on his ſuperior merit, 


but diſcloſed his wiſhes to her mother in 


ſuch a manner as to beſpeak ſucceſs. 


Mapame Met at firſt conceived that 


Ons apparent anxwty in the ſervice of 


Ar was the effect of jealouſy, nod 


that his , converſation was only calculated to 
diſcover her ſentiments upon the tubject with 
reſpect to himſelf : ſhe therefore | od him, 
that both her huſband and herſelf had vans 


Intended to conſet off him the hard of their 


* every "rival. © 2 


, oy 


"eldeſt daughter, and mie. te might lt 
1 aſſured he would have the preſerer ce over 
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ORTA AND ADA. 
ew Mapanis !” exclaimed the aftoniſhed 
Onnx, <is it your wiſh that I ſhould drive 
the fnend of my youth, the compænion of 
my infancy, to the diſtraction of deſpair ? 
He has filently adored your eldeſt daughter 
for theſe three years paſt. As to myſelf, 1 
acknowledge that the happineſs of my future 
Ke will depend on my relation to your family, 
on becoming your fon — but you have another 
Guphter — My fate, Madame, is entirely at 
your diſpoſal. am yours—But oh! have 
pity on my friend, ——” 


In warm and lively colouring with 
which On a painted the ſentiments which 
"ARNEVILLE entertained for JULta Mgr, 


exprelled the men, 
—_— AF... 


Tus mother, diſappointed in the concluſion 
ite had made, was overwhelmed. with 
"aſtoniſhment and ſurpriſe at what the virtuous 
'Onna had expreſſed; but the reſerved ter 
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acquicſcence to the propoſal he had made in 
favour of his friend, until ſhe had conſuled 
with ker huſband on the ſubject. 


Moxs1zuzx dt Masi made enquirics 
into the charattrr of A&sxEviiis, aud 
foon touud that he policiled ext: ordinary 
merit; and the obſervations which tis 
experience of the human character enabled 
tim to make, diſcovered to him, upon 
reflection, that OunA had long adored his 
daughter ADELIA. , | 


ADELIA was at this pericd eighteen years 


of age, and her perſon a mocel of the fuck 
beauty, 144 

Tur mind of the affectionate parent de- 
termined without heſit-tion on the courſe 
to be pu ſued, and he immediately com- 
municated his diſcovery of Ur RA's affection 
for AvELia, and the refolution he had 
framed upon it, do his wile, 
fy 208-7 Maus 
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Manat ot Mia, oa ber part, after 
examining the conduct of the young man, 
and recollecting all the circumſtances of 
his behaviour, was enchanted with the 
ſentiments and manners with which love 
had infpired his mind. She beheld with 
tranſport that his paſſion, almoſt ſingular 
of its Kind, laboured with infinite anxiety to 
preſerve the mind and manners of Aptiia in 
their native purity ; and that he even en- 
deavoured to guard her from involuntary devi 
ations. She accordingly queſtioned the cuz 
amoured youth as to the ſtate of his heart, and 
0 AAA, obſerving that his paſhion was diſcovered 
by a parent equally affectionate and pe hett AH 
ing, candidly avowed tue feelings which 
had occupied his boſom from the hrit mo- 


ment he had beheld ADELIA., 
f - 


Tut hand of Mapenmoiertties Men ts, 
in conſequence of rhele eclarrei//ſementy was 
gen immediately in marriage to Are Fillk, 
and ADELIA was 'deftined to become the 
i L * future 
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future bride of the enamoured On A; but ic 


— prnnden 20-0209 (Gp angtinh 
union for two years. 


n en ts 


conceal his paibog ; and the ſentiments with 
which it was expreſſed were fo noble 
and pure, that he excited the loye and dau- 
rauon of all who knew bim. ; 


Sous friends one cls 
on his conduct, „be happineſs of love,” 
faid he, « conſiſts in the exerciſe of virtue, and 
I ſhould pc iſon the cup of my own ſeheity, if I 
were to 04x, in ji the leaſt ingredient of vc. 
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8 vun OPER A-HOUSE, 


7 


Tarte is no exhibition from which ag 

idea of the magnificence of a great and 
wealthy nation may be more properly col- 
kedcd than that of a celebrated Opera, the re» 
preſentation of which has long excited public 
tapefiation. f1 1 


ILL. 4 


"Wmriiz che attention of the audience 
is fixed by the pleaſure of the ſcenes, 
the houſe appears to be filled with a congte- 
gation of buſts; but when the curtain 


drops, and the campany riſes, every part ap- 
in commotion. 


1UT21% 

Tun Jadies, anxious to difplay their charms, 
the ſervants buſied to procure their carriages, 
lord a ſcene like chaos ſtruggling into orders 

Turns 
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Tux eye is dazzled with delight, while it 
wanders over the undulating multitude of 
brill ant beauties dreſſed in the richeſt finery 
of faſhion, 


ln one place we behold a Pe; in ano- 
ther, a Chapeau d-l/a-pand:ure, 


A vou Ducness, lately married, deco- 
rated with the bouguet and the chapeau, liſtens 
with ſeeming rapture to the foft enchanting 
tale which a Petit-Auitre whiſpers to ter 
ear, While her huſband is engaged in conver- 
ſation with another groupe of females. 


Tuts is the ſcene where its procure their 
invitations to entertain the company at the 
foupers fin; and Abbes, whoſe origin are un- 
known, and out the ſecret of being connec led 
with every family they ſee. They ſpeculate 
throughout the audience, and, ſclecting from 
the groupe, maich themſelves 3 they 
planined oi bis ahingd witty bs ennd au 

| Tut 
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Tus is the great emporizm of overflowing 
pleaſures, where cach perſon makes his bargain 
for the remainder of the day ; for there are 
many men with whom the evening does not 
commence till morn has uſhered in the light, 
and whoſe noon commences when they iſſue 
from the Opera. 


Lair us deſcribe, if it be poſſible in this 
vaſt concourſe, an adventure which delineates 
the manners of thoſe who depend upon the 
ſplendour of their perſonal appearance and 
the dexterity of their addreſs. 


WHAT a multitude of moral reflections 
upon the luxuries of the age immediately pre- 
ſent themſclves to the mind } The nation is 
cruſbed by the weight of its on magnifi- 
cence, With what unfeeling barſhneſs are 
the fermiers treated! How many tradeſmen 
go unpaid! How many citizens are tofled 
the mad rapidity of their chariot wheels # 
What numbers cf uſcful borſes and laborious 
| men 
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men are — n of ogri. 
culture 


Bur let us leave this dark unpleaſing pic- 
ture ; for theſe topics appear more frightful 
in proportion as they are Wuc.— 


Cros by the ſide of one of the opera lower- 
girls ſtood a noble DUKE, young, voluptuous, 
and of large eftate, ſecretly conveying a letter 
into ber hand, accompanied by ſome Lou's 
Ce, and pointing to the fair object for whom 
the billet was deſigned. 


War n * 
claimed the bonguetiere, © a young bride | 
How is it poſſible to deliver. iu _ 


« On! in the beſt manner you are able; 
the daily habits of your life will eaſily * 
An 08 


—— Whags 3 
hes Gowes- baſket, and ſecured the Louis Ne 


$4 L proached 
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proached towards: her, 2» ſhe withdrew from 
the light of the chandelier. 


Tus Dun, her huſband, had hold of one 
hand, leading her down the ſteps, while the 
other was employed in playing with that im- 
portant inſtrument to females, her fans 


Tus Prtit-M.itre and an Abbe of the Court 


Tu difficulty of delivering the letter and 
the danger of its being refuſed were extremely 
great ; but the bowguetiere was called upon 
both by her honour and intereſt to exert all the 
near ys Oe EI 
of her commithon; . 


coat; © 


Sus accordingly, feleQed a oach of her 
fneſt roles, and having wrapped, the billy 
deux around its ſtalks, and ticd it with ſtrips of 
ruſhes in ſuch a Manner that none of the piper 
could be ſcen, the approached. the lady and 
perienics the nolegaye..... 1922309 wt at 


33.6017 Tur 


9 
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Tux offer was not obfervedno— 


© CHARMING lady,” faid the beuguetiers, 
I am indebtcd to you this noſegay ; and 
juſtice obliges me to * your n 
of it.” 


Tas lady took the bunch of roſes. 


WaHriuz ſhe approached. her carriage, and 
the attention of her huſband was diverted by 
giving orders to the coachman, the bougueiicre 
whiſpered ſoftly in the ear of the Ducayrss— 
* MADAUut, d not put the Hat of it in water,” 
and immediately retired, 


ru ſaggeſtions of artifice were perſedij 
unintelligible to the innocent mind of the 
Dvucxzss ; bur ſtill, while the held the bou- 
quet in her hand, the oddity of the citcum- 
ſtance led her to reflect on its meaning. The 
ſtalk of it, ſhe thought, was unuſually large, 
but the was utterly unable to ſolve the my(- 
tery. 


Tus 


4K 4 
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Tus moment ſhe arrived at home the ex- 
preffion again recurred to her mind. I can- 
not conceive,” ſaid ſhe to her fille de chambre, 
hat the bouguzetrere could poſſibly mean by 
giving me this packet of roſes, and requeſt- 
ing that I would not put the fall of it in 
water,” 

«La, MA'am!” replied SUzETTA, © the 
meaning of it is extremely ſimple. You muſt 
untic it. —— 


SUZETTA accordingly proceeded with great 
alacrity to unravel the flips of ruſbes with 
which it was tied. 

« La, Mau, why here is a letter!“ 
cried SUzETTA. 


« A LzyTEx !” exclaimed the Dvucness. 


„ Ys, Ma'Au; and this is the beſt op- 
portunity you can poſhbly have to read 
it, for no ſuſpicion can prevent while you 
are ſuppoled to be engaged here with 


me. * 


Tas 
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Tur young Dvcnr*s actordingly opened 
the letter, which was conceived in the follow- 


bg tens: 
„ Mapaut, 

run is the only menns by which 1 ca 
« communicate to you my knowledge and 
« intentions reſpecting your real character, 
« the condition of your family, and the irre- 
« ſragable proofs which I am capable of 
« giving you upon theſe ſubjeAs. I there. 
« fore moſt ſincerely requeſt that you will 
grant me the honour of a few moments 
% converſation, at any place you ſhall pleat 
u to appoint. As I am not a lover, I am 
« not importunate with reſpect to time: it is 
« nevertheleſs highly important that I ſhould 
© fee you as foon as poſhible, and that 
« your anſwer ſhould be conveyed to 
% me through the ſame channel as my 
« Jetter has been conveyed to you ; that is, 
© through the hands of the bouguetiere, 
in order to avoid the intervention of our 
« reſpeQive 
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4 feſpekllye ſervirits. [Have the 534M 
be, Ke. Ke. 8 ow" 
« The Duxz pz Feen 


Tux contents of this letter encreaſed the 
aſtoniſument and furpriſe which filled the 
mind of the young Ducness, 28 the ſtood 
in no degree of relationſhip whatever with 
it noble writer. 


Sur was at firſt willing to conſider it 8 
the eftulon of ſome ac, te plcaſantry, 
but the more ſhe reflefted on the import of 
its -comens, the greater curioſity it excited 
in her mind ; and the was almoſt tempted to 
return immediately to the Opera-Houſe, 
On the Tueſday following, however, ſhe 
went again to the Opera; and the bougretiert, 
being ready in waiting, preſemed her, the 
mament ſhe alighted from her carriage, . wit 


8 1— "= S 
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« I nav ſome flowers,” obſerved the 
Ducness, but your's ſeem more freſh and 
fragrant ; let me have that bunch of roſes ?” 


Taz Dvucnexss accordingly unpinned her 
own bouquet, and gave it to the bouquetiere in 
exchange, faying—* But remember to return 
it to me when I go away,” 


Tur Dux px F**?, who had received 
intelligence of the intention of the Ducuzss 
to go that evening to the Opera, had followed 
her carriage, and, as he fat in one corner of 
his chariot, overheard the directions ſhe had 
given to his emiſſary. "The inſtant, therefore, 
that he got into the houſe he ran to the 
bouquetiere, and took the DUCHEss's noſegay 


from the baſket. 


« LEAVE it to me,—leave it to me, ſaid 
the bouguetiere; ** | alone know where you 
muſt look to find its contents.” 
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ut accordingly untied the bewguet, and 
the Dont perceiving a ſmall piece of paper 
hid among the ſtalks of ſome carnations, 
ſeized it with rapture, and haſtened to a coa- 
venient place, where he read as follows ; 
« SR, 
« THE circumſtance of receiving a letter 
« from you, fills me with the bigheſt degres 
« of ſurpriſe, as I have no knowledge of you 
« except by ſight ; and from the noble title you 
« bear, I am at a loſs to conjecture what 
& poſſible relation can ſubſiſt between us. 
« However, that I may not hereafier have any 
% occation to reproach myſelf with neglect, 
« | have anſwered your letter in the manner 
* you defired. The interview you ſolicit 
« ſhall be in the preſence of two perſons; 
one of them on your behalf, and the other 
on mine; but they ſhall not, unleſs neceſ- 
„ fary, be made privy to the ſubject of our 
* converſation. It remains with you to 
* appoint the time and place. 
M 2 Tus 
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Tur Doxz pz F ** * was tranſported with 
tumults of the higheſt joy; for the deſign which 
he entertained againſt the virtue of the lovely 
Ducness was forwarded tothe full extent of his 
wiſhes, by the ſucceſs of this effort to eſtabliſh 
a kind of literary intercourſe. He accord- 
ingly anſwered her letter on the ſpot, concealed 
it in the noſegay of his fair correſpondent, 
charged the bouguettere to deliver it with 
care, and to bring him immediate intelli- 
gence of her ſucceſs. 


Wund the Opera was over, the cunniog 
emiſſary approached the Ducaess, and ia 
reſtoring her the ſame noſegay ſhe had received, 
again deſired her not to wet the Halit. 


« MADAME, 

«© 1 T HJNK we may contrive the inter- 
view, which is equally important to us 
« both, on Thurſday next, at the Redout? 
% Chinoiſe, I thall be there, and fhall leave 
it to you ſo — Cnpumnegces 
« of 
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« of our meeting, that we may converſe 
« with" ſecrecy and confidence ; but if this 
« appointment ſhould be inconvenient 10 
« you, we muſt defer the interview till a 
future opportunity. 


Tur parties met purſuant to this appoint- 
ment. | 


Tm Dort dt F* **, atfirfſt addreſſed the 
Docut ss upon general topics of converſation ; 
but perceiving that his own valet and the 
üs fille de chanibre were the only perſons 
preſent, he ſpokt to her in the following 
terms: 


« MAb ar, I have a very ſingular and 
extraordinary piece of intelligence to com- 
municate to your Grace. —You are the 
daughter of your nurſe ; your huſband is the 
fon of his father's coachman; and I am 
the true hcir and legitimate fon of the late 
— _ father-in-law. The means by 

M 3 which 
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which this change was effected, was diſcovered 
by two women, upon a quarrel with their 
huſbands, who were unwilling that baſe and 
vulgar blood ſhould be tranſmitted through 
the deſcendants of a noble name. I am in 
poſſeſſion of a written document, atteſted by 
credible witneſſes, which confirms the truth 
of this relation, You fee, therefore, that 
according to the notions of our parents we 
are really deſtined for cach other's arms. 
On the other hand, you muſt perceive that it is 
in my power to circulate inſidious reports, 
which may prove injurious to your character, 
my propoſal, however, is, that we ſhould 
form a mutual connection, ſee each other 
as often as the opportunities of ſecrecy will 
permit, and thereby repair, as much at 
leaſt as it is in our power, the crimes out 
mothers have been guilty of——"" 


Tus faculties of the Ducnsss were 
petrified with aſtoniſhment ; and ſhe was 
unable for ſome time to utter a ſingle word. 


How 
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How was it poſſible for her to entertain 
the moſt diſtant idea, that the whole of this 
flory was an abſurd and monſtrous fiction, 
invented by a young libertine, who had 
become enamoured with her blooming 
charms ! 

Vous, innocent, and inexperienced, ſhe 
believed the fabricated tale; and, educated in 
the high ſentiments which an illuſtrious birth 
inſpires, ſhe bluſhed in refleting on the 
degradation to which ſo low and baſe-born 
an origin would expoſe her. 


Taz Ducuzss, however, demanded to 
ke the ſcroll of her diſgrace, and the Duxs 
immediately produced a written paper, fur- 
niſhed with a number of atteſtations, 
from which he read the two principal 
facts he had related, and then returned the 
well-contrived impoſture to his pocket. 
Tuts new and deteſtable mode of ſeduc- 
ton had nearly operated a villanous ſucceſs, 
pe 

M 4 inſpired 


1685 THE, OPER A-HOUSE. 

inſpired by the.laſt efforts of deſpair, reſolve: 
to conſult. her. friend the Docnzsss or 
N «4, 


Tuis ncble lady, inheriting the wiſdom, 
cauticn, and prudence, which the Que: x 
proclaimed her mother to poſſeſs, ned 
with indignation at the baſe attempt. 

Tux certainty which ſhe expreſſed of its 
being a contrivance, revived the deſponding 
ſpirits of her amiable friend, 

SHE reſolved to confront the Do cnrss with 
the vile traducer of her name and charadter ; 
and the. wiſdom and prudence with which ſhe 
adopted her meaſures for. this purpole, over- 
whelmedthe mind of this audacious calumniator 
with ſuch confuſion and diſmay, that he 
never dared to produce the guilty ſcroll. 


T' 1s picture, or rather this unfiniſhed 
outline, has been ſelected from a thouſand 


others of a — oe now 
many 
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many inſtances yet remain, illuſtrative of the 
wide extent to which the treacherous arts of 
ſeduction are hourly practiſed 


Tur preſent inſtance has been preferred, 


only becauſe the ſact is recent and the ſtory 


PICTURE 


| 
| 


00.4 


PICTURE THE TWENTY-FOURTH. 


THE AGREEABLE SUPPER, 


HALL I paint a picture of ſupreme feli- 
city, ſuch as the human ſpecies are capable 
of taſting ? 

Onstxve then this delighted ſupper 
party, where two lovers, each with a 
favourite fair-one by his fide, freed from the 
peering obſervation of attendants, enjoy 
without reſtraint the joys of love and wine. 

THz muſe of one, inſpired by champaign, 
riſques a warm and very expreſſive declara- 
tion of his love in the poetry of a ſong, 
which he appears anxious to ſuppreſs after 
it has once been read —What fignificant 
glances |/—what acuteneſs in developing its 
meaning, beam from the eyes of the fair 
reader | 


8 


Tus 
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Tux other lover ſprats not writer his 
ſentiments ; but while he warmly preſſes 
the fair object of his choice, the energy of 
his ſoul lends ſuch a licentious emphaſis to 
his tongue, that it ſeems to excite a bluſh 
upon her cheek. 


*« Co,” ſaid ſhe, filling him a bumper, 
« you muſt excuſe this temerity by the 
privileges of intoxication.” 

On!“ replied her lover, « I have a 
more favourable excuſe—the intoxication of 
love.” 


«© Cont, drink—1'll pledge you,” 


Wirt you come then—Inſlead of 
being a Thyr/is or a Colin, 1 ſhall become 
Anacren,” 

« — In good ſpirits?“ 

nies 
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„ In your company, Madame, it is im- 
poſſible to be otherwiſe,” 


Bor it would, perhaps, be dangerous 
to obſerve the conduct of this party much 
farther. Let us, therefore, draw the curtain 
of ſecrecy around their rites, leſt they ſhould 
offend the eye of modeſty. 


Tur faſhion at Paris is, for the men to 
dine, and the women to ſup. 


Tus fſagacious ſex, conſcious that the 
rays of artificial light are moſt favourable to 
beauty, have turned the day into night, and 


the night into day. They dine at four o'clock, ' 


and their evening toilet ſometimes laſts till 
midnight. 


Tur young CounTEs ps R“ was 
adored by the Duxe ps L***. Equally 
amiable and refined, they appeared to have 
been formed for each other by the hand of 

Nature, 
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Nature, and diſunited by the chance of 
Hymen. 

FaTE, the great arbiter of events both 
human and divine, had deſtined the lovely 
CovunTEss to the arms of a venerable old 
EaxrL, and married the Dux x to a rich old 
Dow acts. The dejection which was array 
painted upon the features of the youthful 
CounTEss, marked the ſorrows of her bear: ; 
and it was evident that the boſom of the Dur s 
was diſturbed by mortification and chagrin. 


Tus DUKE had an intimate friend in the 
Cour G, 2 free and open-hearted 
Picard, rich in fortune, gay in manners, 
cheerful in converſation, in love with every 
object that attracted his attention, ardent 
in the purſuit of pleaſure, and fruitful in 
finding out expedients, under every miſ- 
fortune, to render others as happy 2 
himſelf, * Next to the women, bis fricnds 


vere 
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were the objefls of his love, and after his 
friends the women; for upon theſe ſubjects 
his preference was alternate, The object 
he loved next beſt to the women and his 
friends, was wine ; after wine, good eating 
after good cating, a little gaming ; and then 
horſes, hunting, riding, muſic, and the theatres, 
followed in regular ſucceſſion, ¶ conomi- 
cal in his expences, he was a generous maſter 
to his ſervants, and a beneſicent landlord to 
his tenants: gratified by ſceing them happy, 
and wiſhing to promote their proſperity, he 
pointed out to them the bliſs of matrimony z 
and, by making their ſituations eaſy and 
comfortable, he enabled them to attain it. 

SUCH was the character of the Duke oe 
L*, moſt intimate friend. 

« I am extremely unhappy,” ſaid the 
Dux x one day to his friend. * My parents, 
when I was only ſixteen years of age, 


marricd 


22 — —— * 


- 776 THE Annan SUPPER, 


married me to a woman becauſe ſhe was rich. 
We have bad one fon. The connection 
gratined the inclination of my parents, but 
my happineſs never once entered into their 
minds. The parents of MaDemorstite 
ve Me, have given her hand to the old 
EAxt her huſband, and it is ſhe alone who 
could have formed the felicity of my life.” 


« Aub ſhe ſhall till form it,” replied the 
Cour. 


© Au]! how! It is impoſſible 3 for ber 
mind is as virtuous as ſhe is fair; beſide, I 
could not enjoy a happineſs which ——— ” 


« You ſhall not enjoy a happineſs which 
——,” replied the CounT, “but a feliciy 
equally permanent and pure. Leave the 
management of the matter to me. I have 
more experience than you have. I have 
attained to nine-and-twenty years of age, 


and you are only twenty-two ; a period of life 
at 
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at which the mind is filled with high romantic 
notions, but which at my years have vaniſhed. 
The Mazcuoness ps G3 *** is my 
particular friend, and lives in habits of 
the cloſeſt intimacy with the Cours. 
The Mazxcnioness is extremely handſome, 
and the object of my adoration; we will 
contrive a foft connection, and both you 
and the CouxT#ss ſhall be as virtuous 
and happy as your hearts can wiſh, Of 
what importance are the means by which 
we taſte of happineis or pleaſure, provided 
we are amuſed 7 


Tusk promiſes afforded great conſolation 
is the mind of the DUKE. 


Ix a few days the CouxT procured the 
Doxs an interview with the object 
of his admication, at the houſe of the MAx- 
CHIONESS., 


Yor. IL N Tux 
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Tuz behaviour of the two lovers was 
extremely reſerved ; and the interview con- 
cluded with profound reſpect on the one fide, 
and with bluſhes, modeſty, and diffidence, 
on the other. | 


* You ſeem diſſatisfied, ſaid the Cover 
to his friend, as they parted. 


© No hour of my life,” replied be, © has 
ever afforded me an equal pleaſure.” 


% THEN become a Celadon, if it ſuits your 
taſte, and leave the Crebillons, the Playeri, 
the Petits- Maitres, to enjoy their ſpeeches, 
The performance of thoſe parts which de- 
pend on mere enunciation, - afford but 
frivolous and infipid pleaſures, Our men 
of the world, and faſhionable writers, arc 
incomprchenſible to me when they objizct 
againſt the pleaſure of agreeable trifling, 
and would exclude the indulgence of every 


ſpecies 
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ſpecies of amuſement, except in the one pare 
ticular manner which they point out,” 


Ir is egregious nonſenſe.” 


By ſuch ſage maxims every action of the 
CovunT's life was guided. He pleaſed him- 
ſelf with the company of the Mancnioness 
in his own way; and the Duke admired 
the lovely CouxTEss in his. Improper 
counſels never prevailed, No ather queitigns 
were aſked in all the Uolen interviews which 
were contrived at the houſe of the Max- 
CHIONESS, than this—/ 4 den Vous mute 


Ox evening, however, the Dux s appli- 
| ed to his friend; ** 1 fee!,” laid he, © that 
love has taken an cnlice pallefton of my 
heart, but I have not yet becu able to collect 
ſuthcicnt courage to declare my paſſion,” 


Ir you conceive,” replied the Cougar, 
« that the declaration of your pation js 
N 2 eſſentially 
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eſſentially neceſſary to conſtitute your happi- 
neſs, ſtudy that mode of making it which 
will appear moſt reſpectful, and be moſt 
likely to ſucceed.” | 


% Tax declaration of my love is effential 
to my peacez but what if I ſhould by this 
meaſure deſtroy the connection you have 
formed ? 


« Wz muſt endeavour to afford you the 
pleaſure of reconciliation. —As to the reſt, 
conſult the occaſion well ;—there is even an 
amuſement in this. 


Tun Duxz repaired to the houſe of the 
Marcaicoxtss, where the party were engag- 
ed the enſuing evening, filled with che 
expectations of hope; but, apprehenſive that his 
timidity might continue to reſtrain the poxers 
| of his tongue, he cautiouſly prepared a letter, 
in which he made a full and explicit de- 
claration of his love. 1 

, — >. * - # + ” | Tur 


\ = - : 
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Tu party fat down to ſupper about 
eleven o'clock; and When the - repaſt was 
finiſhed, and the ſervants had retired, the 
converſation became extremely gay and 
animated. 


Tux lively Ducxtss poſſeſſed an unuſual 
flow of ſpirits. 


Ini diſcourſe turning upon the ſubje of 
thoſe ſacrifices which a lover might make to 
his miſtreſs, the MArcHioness contended, 
that the moſt flattering facrifice a lover 
could poſſibly make, was an unreſerved 
communication and expoſure of the letters he 
had received from her rivals; and ſhe im- 


mediately challenged the CounT to produce 
thoſe which he had received. 


Taz Count, with infinite gallantry, 
promilcd, that the moment he received any, 
N 3 te 
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he would immediately ſurrender them into 
her hands. 


« As for me,” obſerved the CovxTes:, 
] prefer a lover who, by conſtancy and 
good conduct, places himſelf out of the 
danger of receiving letters from a rival. — 
Have you received any ?” continued ſhe, 
turning to the Dux x. 


Taz Doxx heſitated. 


« How! then I perceive that yeu have 
received ſome ?” 


« Yes, Macame, but without having pro- 
voked them on my part. 


«. Axp have you preſerved them? 


« EXCEPT as to one only, I have not 
thought it worth while. 


10 You have one letter then ?” 


« VI, 
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« Yes, and I was only induced to pre- 
ſerve that for the fake of the ſong which it 


contains. 


« 1 yAve no right to expect that you will 
make any Gerifice to me. 


« I is nevertheleſs to you alone to whom 
I can make it.” 


« How l--——That which contains the 


ſong ” 


« Yes, Madame,—And I have brought 
it with me entirely for this purpoſe,” 


«K — An She checked her voice. 


Tut Dur accordingly drew the letter 
from his pocket, broke the feal, and threw 
_ away the envelope. 


« How! It is ſeated?” 
N 4 « Yes, 
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« Yes, Madame, I was determined never 
to read it again,” 


« Rerivep delicacy !” 


% HERE it is.” 
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Tu CounTrss immediately peruſed the 
contents of the epiſtle, while the ches of 
her lover watched the emotions of ber 
face. 


Tur CounTess aſſumed a grave and 
ſerious look. 


Tux Duxz made an inclination to get 
back the letter, 


No, no,” replied the CounTzss, with 
a look of complacency ; © I like a declaration 
much © better than an indiſcretion; and it 
affords me the higheſt delight to find that 
you are incapable of committing one.” 

. « An! 
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« Au! Madame,” replied the Dux, 

« that charming ſentiment conſtitutes the 
felicity of my life.” 


Tus CovuxTxass continued to read the 
remainder of the letter, and then returned it 
to her noble admirer, who, caſting on it a 
look of vencration, opened his pocket-book, 
and placed it carefully within it. 

« IT is impoſſible for me to expreſs with 
what ardor I adore you,” exclaimed the 


Duct, while his eyes were yet fixed upon 
thoſe of the CuunTEss, in waiting for her 


reply. 


AT this moment the Count roſe 
from his ſcat, and addreſſing himſelf to the 
Marxcnioxess, © You will afford me great 
pleaſure,” faid he, in permitting me 
again to look at that delightful picture which 
adorns your Cabinet.” 


Tus 


186 THE AGNEEAPLE SUPPER. 


Tux Marcnroness underſtood perſeclliy 
well the meaning of this requeſt, and per- 
mitted him to lead her {rom the room. 


«© You love me,” ſaid the Covvrrse, 
% and the declaration of your paſſion gives 
no alarm to my mind ; for I am convinced, 
from the knowledge | poſſes of your charac- 
ter, we may entertain the ſoſteſt intercourſe of 
friendſhip with each other, without the ſmalleſt 
danger. The partiality I feel for you is 
founded on the pureſt eſteem.” 


„% Au my love,“ replied the Drxy, 

« ſhall be confined to veneration and reſpect. 
I ſhall be happy while you condeſcend to re- 
me as a man whom you conſider dearer 


to you than all the world belides,” 


« I 8HALL ever conſider you as a ſincere 
friend, a faithful admirer, and as a man 
whom I prefer 


« THAT 
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„% THAT word,” exclaimed the DuKs, 


« completes my happineſs, and places me on 
the ſummit of ſelicity. 


Tuis paſſion, ſo pure and delicate, ter- 
minated like every other human paſſion; and 
when it was no longer ſupported by the 
warmth af defire, and the ſemument of eſteem, 
became immediately extinct. 


Tuis picture furniſhes an important and 
inſtructive leſſon to the ſex. 


Tuosk who are inclined to convert the 
paſſion of love into the affection of ſrienaſbip, 
muſt never feed the flame of friendſhip with 
the fire of love. 


FaiexD$SR1P requires a different nouriſh- 
ment. 


MoTvar good offices, a behaviour cheer- 
fully affectionate, rational reſerve, and un- 
affected 
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aftected feelings, a the means by which 
friendſhip is preſerved. 

Lovz,. on the contrary, inſpites intoxi- 
cating pleaſures, violent emotions, and rap- 
turous tranſports, which fatigue and exhauſt the 
feelings of the heart; and, inſtead of nourithing, 
ſuffocate and extinguiſh the fires they create, 


Lo is the tranſient felicity of a day. 


'FarzxpSHIP the permanent happineſs of a 
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PICTURE THE TWENTY-FIFTH. 


THE NOBLEMAN AND HIS STEWARD. 


FATIGUED with viewing ſcenes of 
- horror, my eyes repoſe with calm delight 
upon this tranquil and delicious picture, 


M. ps Poucurs, who had lately become 
poſieſſed of his eſtates, viſited the reſidence of 
his Steward. He was accompanied in this 
excurſion by his amiable wife. 


Wu the faithſul Gar prepared to 
render an account of the matters committed to 
his care, his wife introduced her daughter-in- 
law, with ber little ſon and daughter, to their 

noble viſitors, 


STR. UCK by the beauty, the noble air, the 
modeſt manners of Sus AxN A, they enquired 
who ihe was. 


Tus 
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Tus outline of the hiſtory which Farmer 
GrxaGory's reply contained, was as follows : 


SUSANNA LEyivols is a female orphan, 
who was born in the village, and abandoned 
by her mocher at the moment of her birth. 
The honeſt GRECORx, obſerving her unpro- 
tected Rate, received her into his own houſe, 
gave her to his wite, who had an overflow of 
milk, to nurfe, and brought her up among 
the number oi his children. 


Tus eldeſt fon of GA ECO * quitted his 
father's houle at ſixtcen years of age to ener 
into the army, and he continued 1n the ſervice 
until four-and twenty: not that he choſe this 
line of liſe from any diſpoſition to indulge the 
licentiouſneſs which prevails in it, but in obe- 
dience to his father's inclinations, who wiſhed 
him to obtain ſufficient knowledge of the 
world, to cnable him the better to conduct 
himſelf in the atfairs of lite, 


Dvr1x6 + 
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Dua ix his se be renewed thus habits 
of ruſtic toil ; and while in garrafen, had ſtu- 
dicd with ſome (uccels the tactics of the army. 

On his return to his father's houſe, Su- 
SANNA had attained the eighteenth year of her 
age, and was deſervedly a'mired as the moſt * 
beautiful girl in the ſurrounding diſtricts ; it 
is not therefore wonderful that the heart oi the 
youthſul ſoldier ſhould ſoon become the wil- 
ling victim of her charms. 


«« My ccar father,” ſaid the young man one 
day to his aged parent, © you have educated 
SUSANNA as your Child, can it be difagrecable 
to you that ſhe ſhould become in truth your 
daughter ; that ſhe who bas been all her life 


among your children, as if the were your 


own, ſhould really become a part ot your 
Emily?” 


- 4 My child,” replied the venerable Gtr - 
GORY, ** your mother and I have ever feit 


the tendereſt attachment to SUSANNA, and it 
has 
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bas been our daily wiſh and nightly prayer 
that ſhe might become our daughter. But it 
is our inclinatiou alſo, that in the diſtribution of 
our property, ſhe ſhould be intitled to her 
ſhare ; and therefore I cannot conſent to the 
requeſted union unleſs your brothers and your 
ſiſters ſhall agree to adopt her as their {iter 
and co-heireſs. 


Tur young man returned his father thanks, 
and the ſame evening, whea all the family 
were aſiembled round the hoſpitable board, the 
farmer propoſed the adoption of Sus ANA 
to which the children, ſeven in number, im- 
mediately conſented with tranſports of the live- 
lieſt joy. 

Tur aged parent inſtantly aroſe, and tak- 
ing the bluſhing beauty by the band, placed 
ber between his wife and himſelf, while he 
| pronounced the following words : 


| « SusAnNAl you have been educated 
| < among our children, We continue igno- 


< rant of your real father or mother; but as 
. 
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«.we have ſupplied their place, and cheriſhed 
you as our child, we requeſt you will ac 
4 knowledge us to be your parents, as we ac- 


„ knowledge you to be our daughter, and 
© equal inheriter with the reſt of out children. 


SUSANNA threw herſelf into the arms of her 


protector, and could only expreſs her gratitude. 
by her tears. 


« We adopt you as our child,” continued 


Gro, © and hereby naming you 


Susanna GrEcory, aſk your conſent to 
marry our eldeſt fon.” 


Sus ANNA ſignified her conſent with bluſh» 
irg modeſty and unaffected gratitude. 


« AxD this SUSANNA, whom you ſee be- 
fore you, my Lord, continued Gazgory, 
* is now my daughter.” 


M. pz Povoves and his lady were ſtruck 
with aſtoniſhment and ſurpriſe at the ſtory 
they bad heard ; but they had no opportunity 

Vol. II. O at 


» 
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at that time to ſatisfy their curioſity further 
on the ſubject. 


In taking a ſurvey of the eſtate, it was their 
original intention to divide the large farm 
which was then in the ſole occupation of this 
truſty ſteward, and diſtribute it in ſmaller 
portions to other farmers; but the honeſt cha- 
rater of Gu immediately induced them 
to change their reſolution ; and as it appeared 
that he had promoted the intereſts of his under- 
tenants as advantageouſly as if their lands had 
been originally demiſed to thernſelves, his land- 
lord immediately granted him a new leaſe of 
his whole farm, and reſerved the execution of 
his plan for other parts of his eltate. 


Ox the return of M. ps PouGues ard 
his lady to Paris, the amiable character of 
SUSANNA, and her ſingular tory, became the 
conftant ſubject of their converſation. 


Ons day, while they were expatiating on 
the merits of this charming girl, to whoſe 
huſband they had given a large farm upon 

very 
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forty years of age, who happened to be pre- 
ſent, appeared intereſted in 2 very extraordi- 
nary degree by the affecting narrative. 


Having informed himſelf very minutely 
of all the circumſtances, he departed early the 
enſuing morning for PouGues, and found 
SUSANNA alone, buſily employed in the 
lutle cares of her houſhold, in which 
ſhe acquitted herielf with equal grace and 
adroitneis. 


THE moment he beheld the features of her 
face, his foul was overwhelmed with aſtoniſh- 
ment; they recaiied to his mind the counte- 
nance of an uagrateful woman, whoſe preg- 
nancy he had not even ſuſpected, and who, 
in the vexation of his having abandoned her, 
had concealed from bis knowledge the only 
event which could have contributed to their. 
re- union. 


Oz SUSANNA 


5 — 
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SUSANNA had carefully preſerved a gold 
etui which her mother, in the hurry of 
her departure, had forgot to take away with 
her ; and during her converſation with the 
ſtranger, ſhe accidentally drew the precious 
telic from her pocket. 


Tur ſtranger inſtantly recognized it to 
have been once his own ; and on examination 
it was found that all the inftruments it con- 


tained remained perfect and entire. 


RECOLLECTING that at the time he pre- 
ſented this token of his aſſection, he had 
rolled round the bottom of a gold tooth- 
pick a little billet, in which he had expreficd 
ſome little jealouſies which then diſturbed his 
mind, he fearched for the inſtrument, and 
finding the billet unread, exactly in the 
manner he had at firſt placed it, he no longer 
doubted that SUSANNA was his—daughter! 
. eſpecially as at that period he was conſcious 
her mother had not farmed an intercourle 


with any other perſon. 
y peri Is 
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He diſcioſed to SUusaNNaA the ſecret of het 
origin; and on making enquiry into the 
fituation of her mother, it appeared that 
ſhe had been ſince married, and was then a 


widow. 


Moxsitzux D'EPptoys renewed his ac- 
quaintance with his former favourite, and 
conducted her to the tarm where her daughter 


lived, 


Tun ſtory of SUsanNA's birth, the re- 
ſemblance of her ſcatutes, the cui, and many 
other concurring citcumſtances, proved tue 
identity of her child; and, having no otner 
children, ſhe conſented to marry her former 
lover, and by this means to legitimate het 


offsprin Zo 


THz birth of a fon, the only fruit of 
their nuptials, excluded Sus ANNA from 


O 3 becoming, 
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becoming, by this legitimation, the fole 
heireſs of her parent's fortunes ; but her 
huſband and herſelf, with their three lovely 
children, were carefully provided for ; and the 
younger Gxxcorr, from being a ſteward of 


the eſtates of others, ſoon became the proprie - 
tor of one himſelf. 


PICT URE 
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PICTURE THE TWENTY-SIXTH. 


TRUE HAPPINESS, 


T is with forrow I proclaim it, but this 
charming picture preſents a falſchood to 
the eye. 

Ir repreſents a young huſbandman juſt 
returned home from the labours of the held 
to his amiable wife and affectionate children, 


Ox climbs eagerly on the table to obtain 
the firſt embrace. Another runs from the 
lap of its fond old grandmother to his inviting 
arms. The youngeſt firs dandling on his 
knee, playing with the faithful dog. In the 
back ground, ſtands an old man, the founder 

904 of 
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of the family, converſing on rural buſiac(s 
with a ſtranger, 


Harries is not more the lot of the 
country than of the town. 


CovuLD you, alas! penetrate into the te- 
ceſſes of that young man's heart, you would, 
perhaps, find it filled with corroding cares, 
excruciating pains, and tormenting diſ- 
quietudes, 


Tzu Happineſs exiſts no where except in 
the @preſentations of painters and poets, 4 
the Opera, or in certain dramas of tus 
Comedie Italienne. 


Tur following hiſtory will perhaps delineate 


a character who approached near to its 
Randard, 


AT Jeux, in the Province of Franche 
Comtt, lived a young ſtudent of the college 
of Saci, named Au ai. The very promiſing 

| talents 
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talents which his carly exertions diſcovered, 
induced his parents to place him as a 
boarder with the maſter of the academy of 
Jeux; a man whoſe great natural abilities 
were highly improved by the advantages of 
a liberal and extenſive education. 


Tut ſeminary, at this period, was a perſect 
image of the innocence of the Golden Age. 
Girls and boys mixed promiſcuouſly with 
each other, without any regard to diſtinction 
of ſex, or difference of ſituation. The 
children of the pooreſt parents received the 
fame attention, and were made in all re- 
ſpects equal to thoſe of the richeſt nobleman, 


Among the children then at ſchool were 
the two Miſs Garntigrs, the daughters of 
a reſpectable Baillie of that name; two liſters, 
JoLia and T Eats, of the family of Baz- 
BIER 3 and FELIICITA MoxCaov, an only 


daughter, and very rich heireſs, 


Tas 
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Tus dignity of mien and elegance of 
figure which diſtinguiſhed the perſon of 
Aue, joined to the brilliancy of his mind, 
which was manifeſted and recommended by 
the pleaſing facility of his manners, ſoon 
obtained him the univerſal approbation of 
the ſchool ; and from his ſuperior merit, he 
became an object of very particular attention 
to the five young ladies already named. 


Tux two Garnigks were of diſpoſitions 
more reſerved than the reſt, but their feclings 
were not leis ardent or acute. 


JuLia conſidered him as the compatriot of 
a lover ſhe adored; for this lovely and ſenſ ble 
girl, who was already ſixteen years of age, 
had fixed her affections upon a Penſiona ir of 
the ſchool, who had been at this time abſent 


for two years. 


Tasks 
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THznEsA was anxious that Auci ſhould 
prefer ber to all the reſt of his admirers, 


Fsi1cir A poſſeſſed a ſimple, ſaucy, lively 
character; her face was flightly marked with 
the ſmall-pox, but this circumſtance did not 
render her charms leſs ſtriking. 


Tun lovely JUL1A being ene day left alone 
in the ſchool with AuG1.—* My dear friend,” 
ſaid ſhe, « you are univerſally beloved ; and 
I feel an inclination to give you my advice 
upon the ſubject. 


« You will do me a great favour, Mademoi- 
ſelle.” 


« You have captivated the affetions of 
all my female friends. Are you rich ?” 


« No, Mademoiſelle, I am not. 


„% Tran take my advice, attach yourſelf 
to Faxticita Moncaov, cheriſh the paſſion 
which 
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which is rifing in her boſom ; the fondneſs of 
her parents will induce them to leave her 
choice of a huſband unconſirained. The 
Miſs Garniens, high in their expectations 
and haughty in their manners, do not poſſeſs 
ſufficient fortune to enable them to marry 
from inclination alone. My ſiſter TyrrrsAa 
is too young; and as to myſelt, I am 
already engaged. FELICITA alone ſcems 
capable of making you happy, and of being 
yours. —Let me entreat you to follow the 
advice I have given you.” 


Avuct, whoſe ſenſible parents had afforded. 
him the ſolid advantages of a rational education, 
felt with pleaſure the importance of the admoni- 
tion he had received from the lovely JULIA; 
and on that very day he endeavoured to evince 
his partiality for FELICITA by ſtolen glances 
and indirect attentions. 


Feticira diſcovered his predilection, 
und her heart became intereſted by the 


myſterious 


Tul HAPPFINESS. 205 


myſterious peculiarity of Avis behaviour z 
but happening one day, in returning to the 
ſchool at an carly hour, to enjoy the pleaſure 
of a private converſation with him, they 
diſcloſed the mutual fondneſs which had for 
ſome time been ripening in their hearts, 


THe merit of the young man daily in- 
creaſed ; and, as Fame has not a great way 
to travel within the circuit of a country 
village, the excellency of his character ſoon 
reached the cars of Mox$teuR and MADAME 
Moxcnov, who were induced to ſpeak of 
him in the warmeſt terms of recommenda- 
tion to their daughter. 


Feiicita candidly informed them, that 
he had already attracted her attention and 
engaged her heart. 


Monxsisur Moxcnov, being inclined to 
ſee the youth, invited him to dinner, and the 
modeſt manners with which he behaved during 
this interview confirmed the reports which 
Fame had raiſed in his favour, 


Tax 


| 
l 
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Tut parents of FEsLictTA being ſenſibly 
partial to his merits; he gained in the courſe 
of a ſewviſits ſuch an aſcendancy over their 
affections, that they made propoſals to his 
father, requeſting he might be placed as an 
inmate in their houſe, 

Audit was accordingly eſtabliſhed in the 
family of his future father-in-law, who, on 
experiencing his abilities, reſigned to him in 
à great meaſure the entire conduct of his affairs. 


PossE8SING by nature a fondneſs for rural 
ceconomy, his genius, inſpired by the ad- 
vantages which his preſent ſituation afforded, 
ſhone forth with ſuch extraordinary luſtre, 
tnat Moxns1gur Moxcnou, who had pleaſed 
himſelf with the idea of giving leſſons on 
rural ſubjects to his young pupil, was in a 
ſhort time glad to receive them from him. 


CAPTIVATED by the talents which Auci 
poſſeſſed, he immediately concluded an alliance 
| between 
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between him and his daughter: and on pre- 
ſenting her his hand in marriage, ſaid, 

« My dear FELiciTA, I now give you 
the greateſt portion of the territory of the 
kingdom,” 

Tus accompliſhed Avcr, married to an 
amiable wife, and living in a country where, 
even at this day, the moſt innocent and un- 
corrupted ſimplicity of manners prevail, found 
himſelf the happieſt of mortal beings, Every year 
proved pregnant with new deights. Adored by 
all around him, idolized by a young and lovely 
wiſe, for whom he entertained the ſondeſt aſfec- 
tion, his happineſs was confirmed by become 
ing the father of fix children during the 
courſe of twelve years. The pleaſure of 
his life contributed to prolong the declining 
years of his aged parents 3 and their comfort, 
which it was his higheſt gratification to pro- 
mote, contributed to encteaſe his own, 

Tuis happy family, by the efforts of ſkilful 
labour, and without oppreſſion or injuſtice to- 
wards the poor, became extremely rich, while 
they 
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they contributed to the advantages of the 
-country, and the comfort of their neighbours, 
But alas ! nothing is permanent in this world ! 

Tux great Revolution in the year 1789 
arrived. Avon, the honeſt, the happy Aves, 
whoſe higheſt crime was his ſuperior virtue, 
-was accuſed by the envy of fecret enemics 

of being an Engreſer. 

THeenraged multitudeſurrounded his houſe, 
his property was pillaged, his perſon ſeized, his 
life deſtroyed.— His aged parents periſhed in 
the flames that conſumed his manſion—and his 
diſtracted wife, until this fatal moment the 
happieſt of human beings, unable to ſupport 
the dreadful ſhock, left fix innocent little 
female orphans, who were at firſt con- 
ducted to the receptacle for feund/ings, and 
afterwards turned adriſt to ſeek their vagrant 
fortunes through the wide and unfceling world. 


O 11nenTY how dearly do thy bleſſings 
<oſt a nation who purchaſes thee by grimes / 
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